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This  work  does  not  need  a  professional  Preface,  as  the  whole 
work  itself  forms  but  a  preface  to  the  lives,  the  amours,  the  activities, 
the  professional  and  other  forms  of  earthly  life  even  our  successors 
will  be  found  to  be  indulging  in  during  the  years,  the  cycles,  the  ages 
still  ahead  of  our  family.  However,  it  may  be  said  that  the  compiler 
has  most  earnestly  wanted  to  learn  something  of  the  folks  who  have 
formed  his  own  ancestry,  their  occupations,  their  personalities,  their 
services  to  their  country,  and  why  they  chose  their  places  of  abode 
and  occupations. 

That  wish  is  but  a  very  common  and  natural  one  in  the  minds  of 
most  people.  However,  the  accomplishment  of  the  labor  to  attain  it 
is  usually  put  off  until  tomorrow,  and  then  until  tomorrow  again, 
until  there  has  been  nothing  left  to  the  next  generation  to  inform 
itself  about  its  own  ancestry,  as  has  been  discovered  in  the  present 
case. 

The  compiler  has  been  unable  to  identify  those  ancestors  who 
left  European  homelands  and  entered  the  primeval  forests  of  America 
to  lay  the  foundations  for  their  American  descendants.  It  has  been 
found  impossible  to  connect  those  earliest  immigrants  with  either 
branch  of  our  present  generation  with  certainty,  although  in  many 
cases  he  has  felt  quite  certain  he  has  found  them,  yet  the  proof  has 
not  been  discovered  in  records,  or  even  in  tradition.  This  present 
sketch  relates  what  he  has  found  that  seems  to  him  authoritative,  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  all  commended  to  YOU  and  your  own  descendants 
to  persevere  in  the  search  for  further  records  of  the  family  connection 
of  the  immigrating  pioneers  and  their  antecedents  and  connections 
elsewhere. 

JOHN  ELMER  REED. 
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Erie,  Pa.,  February  27,  1865—1946. 

t 


Vo 


Families  of  John  Grubb  Reed  and  George  Reed 


We  Reed,  Grubb,  Cooper,  Blair, 

WALLACE  Families  of 

Erie  County,  Pennsylvania 

The  writer  lias  always  felt  a  gratification  in  having  his  earthly 
lot  cast  in  Erie  County,  and  to  have  had  mixed  in  his  physical  veins 
and  sinews  so  much  of  the  blood  and  vigor  for  which  the  Reeds, 
Grubbs,  Coopers,  Blairs,  Strongs,  McCrearys,  Wallaces  and  other 
lines  of  his  descent  have  been  so  outstanding,  and  so  patriotic,  and  so 
religiously  inclined;  and  too,  from  such  people  who  came  from 
European  lands  where  it  meant  something  to  have  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted  among  the  patriotic  and  religious  clans  and  their  leaders. 
His  ancestry,  derived  from  such  lines,  has  always  been  a  source  of 
personal  stimulation  to  achieve  a  life  worthy  of  such  forbears.  He 
has  had  no  reason  to  blush  for  the  experiences  of  his  family  connections 
in  this  “New  World"  either;  for  many  of  them  have  in  quiet  ways  of 
life,  proved  their  worth  in  many  ways  of  helpfulness  as  well  as  of 
usefulness  to  neighbors  and  associates;  and  many  of  them  too,  have 
been  very  useful  in  public  life  as  well  as  in  the  religious  activities  of 
their  several  communities. 

Without  trying  to  identify  or  discuss  their  environments,  or  their 
associations,  in  European  countries,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  brochure  to  state  that  the  Grubbs,  Coopers,  and  Strongs 
are  believed  to  have  come  here  to  Pennsylvania  from  their  homes  in 
some  of  the  English  areas;  while  the  Reeds,  Blairs,  Wallaces,  and 
McCrearys  came  here  from  their  homes  in  various  parts  of  Scotland, 
some  of  them  stopping  awhile  in  Ireland  before  finally  sailing  for 
Pennsylvania — hence  being  dubbed  “Scotch-Irish”  instead  of  just- 
plain  “Scotch.”  Most  of  these  ancestors  seem  to  have  reached 
America  in  various  ways,  at  sundry  times,  and  to  have  found  congenial 
surroundings  in  South-eastern  Pennsylvania’s  County  of  Chester, 
William  Penn  having  at  first  laid  out  his  lordly  domain  into  three 
counties — Philadelphia,  Bucks  and  Chester.  Our  own  ancestors,  so 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  seem  to  have  originally  settled  in 
Penn’s  County  of  Chester,  and  from  that  county  to  have  spread  out 
into  Lancaster,  York,  and  still  later  to  Fayette  and  Washington 
counties  in  South-western  Pennsylvania,  where  many  of  them  re¬ 
mained  as  permanent  citizens,  although  a  few  of  them  were  lured 
Northward  into  Beaver,  Butler,  Crawford  for  their  permanent  settle¬ 
ments,  and  where  they  became  what  may  be  termed  “solid  citizens” 
for  the  counties.  Still  others  were  soon  lured  farther  to  the  North  by 
the  frontiersman’s  ingrained  desire  for  adventure  well  stimulated  by 


the  stories  current  in  those  days  of  fine  opportunities  farther  on. 
Thus  it  occurred  that  some  of  those  roving  families  came  at  length 
to  reach  Erie  County,  that  is,  what  at  length  was  laid  off,  described 
by  length  and  breadth  and  given  the  official  name  of  “Erie  County.” 

I've  always  been  intrigued  by  the  mental  visions  stirred  by  the 
stories  of  pioneer  life  and  movement.  Few,  if  any  of  us,  would  now 
be  tempted  to  undergo  the  privations  our  ancessrs  endured  in  making 
those  journeys  from  comfortable  home-lands,  homesteads  and  plenty 
of  provisions,  in  the  midst  of  congenial  neighbors  and  friends,  for  the 
wilderness  journey  of  hundreds  of  miles  carrying  such  a  scanty  supply 
of  clothing,  furniture,  tools,  ammunition  and  firearms  with  which  to 
protect  themselves  from  the  wild  and  vicious  animals  of  the  forested 
regions,  as  well  as  the  almost  as  wild  and  ferocious  humans  who  lived 
and  wandered  in  those  forested  areas.  Few  of  our  relatives  have 
given  thought  to,  or  appreciate  the  conditions  which  our  ancestors 
encountered  in  their  wanderings  and  efforts  to  find  suitable  locations 
for  their  future  homes.  Those  vast  forests  of  magnificent  oaks,  pines, 
hemlocks,  beech,  bird),  maple,  cucumber,  yellow  poplar  and  other 
varieties  of  native  trees,  were  a  great  natural  asset  in  this  land,  but 
for  a  long  time  proved  to  be  a  most  difficult  problem  for  those  pioneers 
who  were  searching  for  openings  of  sufficient  size  in  those  forests  to 
accommodate  the  building  of  cabins  and  planting  a  little  garden  until 
a  larger  area  could  be  cleared  of  those  great  trees.  It  may  seem  that 
their  task  would  be  only  to  chop  down  the  forest  trees  and  burn  them; 
but  the  greatest  job  was  to  dig  out  the  stumps  after  the  trees  were 
cut  down. 

Those  people  who  had  been  used  to  comfortable  homes  and 
society  “down  east,’’  now  found  themselves  compelled  to  sleep  out¬ 
doors  until  a  rude  shelter  could  be  put  up,  to  be  followed  by  a  primitive 
log  or  bark  cabin  of  one  room.  Their  food  was  usually  prepared  over 
wood  fires  outside  until  fireplaces  could  be  built  inside.  Very  few 
culinary  utensils  had  been  brought  with  them,  usually  just  one  large 
iron  kettle  was  used  to  cook  and  prepare  their  scanty  fare  for  weeks 
and  months  before  better  means  could  be  provided.  Much  of  their 
food  for  some  time  was  only  such  as  they  could  secure  from  the  wild 
animals  with  which  the  forests  abounded — Deer,  Elk,  Bear  and  other 
animals,  while  the  streams  were  full  of  fish  of  many  sorts,  and  many 
kinds  of  wild  birds  were  available  to  the  skilful  hunter.  Many  wild 
fruits,  nuts  and  berries,  with  some  wild  roots  of  the  yam  variety, 
enabled  them  to  carry  on  until  they  could  grow  better  foods  from 
their  own  plantings. 
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Harking  back  to  the  early  immigrants,  it  is  believed  that  the 
earliest  settlement  in  William  Penn’s  domain  was  made  by  Swedes  in 
South-eastern  Pennsylvania,  who  called  it  “Upland,”  this  being 
about  1645.  Later  the  Dutch,  who  had  headquarters  where  New 
York  is  now,  came  in  to  wrest  the  region  from  the  Swedes,  and  they 
adopted  the  name  the  Swedes  had  given  to  it,  but  spelled  it  “Oplandt." 
The  Indian  name  for  that  region  was  “Meco-po-nack-a”;  but  when 
William  Penn  arrived,  on  Sunday,  October  29,  1682,  he  and  his 
friend  Pearson  dubbed  that  region  “Chester”  in  memory  of  their 
English  homes.  Part  of  the  report  made  by  Captain  Hendrixz  in 
1616  stated  that  he  had  found  “the  said  country  full  of  trees,  to-wit: 
oaks,  hickory  and  pines;  which  trees  were  in  some  places  covered 
with  vines  .  .  .  and  hath  seen  in  said  country  bucks  and  does,  turkeys 
and  partridges  .  .  .  the  climate  of  said  country  very  temperate, 
judging  it  to  be  as  temperate  as  .  .  .  Holland.”  He  had  also  traded 
with  the  inhabitants,  the  Minguas,  giving  them  kettles,  beads  and 
merchandise.  In  the  Lancaster  district  dwelt  the  Shawanese  and  the 
Delaware  Indians;  while  closely  along  the  River  Susquehanna  dwelt 
and  roamed  the  Susquehannock  Indians,  some  of  their  chiefs  having 
been  described  as  having  the  calves  “of  his  legs  three-quarters  of  a 
yeard  about,  and  all  the  rest  of  his  limbs  so  answerable  to  that 
proportion  .  .  .  and  were  the  strangest  people  in  all  these  countries.” 

The  earliest  settlements  in  what  is  now  Lancaster  County,  were 
by  a  people  called  “Mennonites,”  about  1709,  along  what  is  now 
“Little  Beaver  Creek.''  These  were  followed  by  some  French 
Huguenots  in  the  Pequea  Creek  Valley.  The  first  Scotch  (Scotch- 
Irish)  people  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  were  here  on  the  invitation 
of  William  Penn,  the  Proprietary,  and  came  in  1715  and  located  on 
Chikis  Creek.  These  people  were  all  Presbyterians,  and  they  spread 
their  new  settlements  all  along  the  Octorara  Creek  from  Sadsbury  to 
the  Susquehanna,  and  from  there  up  to  the  Conestoga.  Some 
Quaker  families  came  to  Sadsbury  Township,  followed  in  1717  by 
some  Welsh  Episcopalians  in  Carnarvon  Township.  Some  of  those 
early  family  names  which  naturally  appeal  to  members  of  our  own 
families  were:  Evan  Evans  (an  Englishman);  Col.  John  Evans  on 
1000  acres;  Richard  and  John  Allison,  Patrick  Campbell,  Samuel 
Fulton,  James,  John  and  Andrew  Galbreath,  who  appeared  in  1722; 
and  in  1724-5  appeared  in  Conestoga  Township  Emanuel  Carpenter, 
Henry  Carpenter,  Robert  Evans,  David  Evans  and  Nathan  Evans; 
and  serving  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  from  this  county  of  Lan¬ 
caster  and  Chester  were:  Captain  Samuel  Grubb,  Alexander  McKee, 
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John  Foster,  Robert  Lowry,  Martin  Heidler,  Rev.  Hector  Allison, 
and  Judge-Advocate  James  Read.  In  1774  Peter  Grubb  was  chosen 
as  a  member  of  a  committee  for  the  County  of  Chester  from  Warwick 
Township,  and  George  Ross  was  chosen  to  represent  Lancaster 
B  or  ough. 

On  June  14,  1775,  the  Continental  Congress  authorized  the  rais¬ 
ing  of  six  companies  of  expert  riflemen  in  Pennsylvania,  one  company 
in  each  of  the  counties  of  York,  Northumberland,  Bedford,  Berks, 
Northampton,  and  Lancaster;  but  on  July  11  two  companies  had 
been  raised  in  Lancaster  and  commanded  respectively  by  Captain 
James  Ross  and  Captain  Matthew  Smith.  These  men,  drawn  for 
Revolutionary  service  were  described  as  “remarkably  stout  and 
hardy  men,  many  of  them  exceeding  six  feet  in  height.  They  are 
dressed  in  white  frocks  or  rifle  shirts  and  round  hats.”  .  .  .  “Each  man 
bore  a  rifle-barrelled  gun,  a  tomahawk  or  small  axe,  and  a  long  knife 
usually  called  a  scalping  knife  .  .  .  his  under  dress,  by  no  means  in  a 
military  style,  was  covered  by  a  deep  ash-colored  hunting  shirt, 
leggins  and  moccasins.”  Captain  James  Ross  had  in  his  company 
Jacob  Grubb  of  Lancaster  County  at  the  Battle  of  Germantown,  but 
who  was  later  in  Captain  Craig’s  company  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
The  company  under  Captain  James  Ross  remained  with  Washington’s 
Army  near  Boston  during  the  fall  of  1775,  was  engaged  in  a  skirmish 
with  enemy  forces  near  Charlestown.  On  September  25,  1775, 
Captain  James  Ross  was  promoted  to  be  a  Major,  and  on  March  12, 
1777,  to  the  position  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  when  he  was  transferred 
from  General  Hand’s  battalion  to  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  over  the 
heads  of  some  other  officers,  and  this  caused  some  resignations.  In 
1776  Captain  Ross  had  had  in  his  company  Thomas  Allison,  Hugh 
Galbraith  and  William  Porter.  In  the  company  of  Captain  Henry 
Miller  were  the  privates  William  Cooper  and  Abel  Evans.  Among 
the  officers  and  privates  in  the  Lancaster  County  company  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  John  Brisban  were  John  Evans,  of  Lancaster 
County,  George  Ross  of  the  same  county,  both  being  commissioned 
Ensigns  in  January  of  1776;  Evan  Evans,  a  Corporal;  and  among  the 
privates  were  Samuel  Blair,  Hugh  Reed,  and  James  Ross.  At  a 
meeting  of  delegates  from  the  various  military  organizations  held 
July  4,  1776  which  was  called  to  form  the  “Flying  Camp”  were: 
Colonel  George  Ross  of  the  1st  battalion;  Colonel  Curtis  Grubb  of  the 
2nd  battalion,  and  Colonel  Peter  Grubb  of  the  8th  battalion.  This 
Flying  Camp  was  composed  of  men  from  Pennsylvania,  Maryland 
and  Delaware,  and  was  under  the  command  of  General  Hugh  Mercer 
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until  lie  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Princeton  on  January  3rd,  1777. 
In  Colonel  James  Burd’s  battalion  John  Beed  served  as  a  captain, 
and  Captain  Joshua  Evans  is  mentioned  as  commanding  a  company 
of  the  8th  Battalion,  Lancaster  County.  In  the  Boll  of  the  company 
of  Captain  Peter  Grubb,  Jr.,  were  John  Carpenter,  a  1st  Lieutenant, 
John  Boss  a  private.  Benjamin  Wallis  is  listed  as  serving  in  Captain 
Jacob  Weaver’s  company  from  Lancaster. 

In  York  County  we  note  the  signatures  of  Hugh  Boss  to  a 
petition  for  what  later  on  became  the  first  road  from  the  South-east 
toward  York.  It  was  filed  to  the  May  Sessions  of  Court  in  1749. 
On  April  25,  1751,  George  B  oss  of  York  County  signed  a  petition  for 
a  road  from  York  to  the  new  Cumberland  County  which  had  just 
been  carved  from  the  old  York  County.  In  January  1752  Alexander 
Wallace  and  others  were  named  as  viewers  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Peach  Bottom  Ferry  to  York.  James  Cooper  had  “at  great  expense 
built  a  merchant  mill  at  or  near  Peach  Bottom,  York  County,''  and 
in  1769,  in  answer  to  many  petitions  for  it,  a  road  was  opened  from 
the  ferry  to  his  mill.  Peach  Bottom  Ferry  across  the  Susquehanna 
Biver  was  opened  in  1738.  On  June  5,  1745,  Andrew  Moore,  Calvin 
Cooper  and  others  were  appointed  by  the  Sadsbury  Quakers’  Meeting 
to  visit  the  meetings  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susquehanna.  Among 
a  large  number  of  “Irish  Friends’’  who  made  their  way  to  the  War¬ 
rington  Settlement  in  York  County,  was  James  Love,  from  Sadsbury 
in  1761.  When  the  “Friends  in  York”  thought  of  erecting  a  meeting 
house  in  that  settlement,  a  subscription  paper  was  circulated,  and 
we  note  the  name  of  James  Love  among  the  contributors.  On  July 
25,  1745,  on  the  marriage  certificate  of  Joseph  Garrettson  and  Mary 
Mills  at  the  Newberry  Meeting  House,  Calvin  Cooper  signed  as  one 
of  the  many  witnesses.  Ann  Love,  an  Elder  in  the  York  Meeting, 
is  recorded  as  having  died  August  14,  1821. 

“The  Scotch-Irish”  were  Scotch  and  English  people  who  had 
gone  to  Ireland  to  take  up  the  estates  of  Irish  rebels  which  had  been 
confiscated  under  Queen  Elizabeth  and  James  I.  It  is  said  that  this 
James  I.,  who  was  King  of  Scotland  as  James  VI.,  encouraged  his 
Presbyterian  subjects  to  emigrate  to  Ireland  and  there  to  occupy  the 
confiscated  lands.  Large  numbers  of  his  subjects  took  advantage  of 
t  his  privilege,  which  was  about  seventy-five  years  before  Pennsylvania 
was  opened  for  settlement.  Those  people  who  ventured  into  Ireland 
have  currently  been  known  in  England  as  /‘Ulstermen’’ ;  while  in 
America  they  are  called  “Scotch-Irish”  they  are,  as  may  readily  be 
seen,  a  far  different  people  in  character  from  the  native  Irish  who 
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also  came  here  in  some  considerable  numbers,  and  they  were  also 
different  from  them  in  their  religious  views.  They  were  a  very 
thrifty  people  and  were  very  industrious.  However,  when  Charles  I. 
came  to  the  English  throne  in  1625,  he  attempted  to  force  them  to 
conform  to  the  services  of  the  Church  of  England,  while  the  native 
Irish  in  that  same  period  tried  to  expel  them  from  Ireland,  and  in  their 
efforts  such  force  was  employed  that  several  thousand  of  those 
Scotch-Irish  were  killed.  That  experience  induced  many  of  them  to 
leave  Ireland  for  the  shores  of  America,  where  they  were  welcomed, 
and  where  they  entered  enthusiastically  into  the  activities  of  the 
pioneers  from  Europe  in  this  American  land  of  freedom  in  religion, 
politics,  industry  and  many  other  personal  privileges  and  advantages. 
Many  of  those  people  found  homes,  made  fast  friendships,  and  en¬ 
countered  an  occasional  friend  they  had  known  in  Europe,  when  they 
had  reached  the  South-eastern  corner  of  Pennsylvania,  and  were 
gratified  at  the  welcome  they  received  from  the  government.  Later, 
the  descendants  of  those  original  settlers  scattered  into  almost  every 
part  of  our  great  land  and  made  homes  for  themselves,  as  well  as 
important  places  in  the  business  and  industrial  life  of  the  communities 
in  which  they  settled.  When  the  Revolution  opened  in  1775,  our 
Scotch-Irish  friends  were  among  the  very  first  to  offer  their  services, 
and  their  patriotic  valor  was  shown  in  all  of  the  campaigns  of  that 
great  struggle. 

Some  of  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  Scotch-Irish  have  been 
preserved  in  the  writings  of  Sydney  George  Fisher,  of  Philadelphia, 
among  which  he  relates  the  following,  which  we  copy  for  our  own 
pleasure : 

“The  settlers  dressed  in  what  was  called  a  hunting  shirt,  a  gar¬ 
ment  something  like  a  frock  coat,  reaching  half  down  the  thighs  and 
belted  around  the  waist.  The  bosom  was  made  larger,  and  lapped 
over  a  foot  or  more,  so  as  to  be  used  as  a  sort  of  knapsack  for  carrying 
provisions.  There  was  a  cape  on  the  shoulders,  which  was  usually 
fringed.  The  belt  carried  a  hatchet,  a  scalping  knife,  and  bullet 
pouch.  Moccasins  were  worn  instead  of  shoes.  Some  of  the  men 
dressed  their  legs,  like  the  Indians,  in  a  breech-clout,  which  left  the 
thighs  and  hips  bare,  and  in  this  costume  they  often  went  to  church. 

“Their  wedding  ceremonies  were  characteristic,  and  show  the 
state  of  their  civilization.  These  frolics  were  the  delight  of  the  young 
and  old,  and  were  the  only  gatherings  at  which  there  was  not  labor 
of  reaping,  log-rolling,  building  a  cabin,  or  planning  some  scout  or 
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campaign.  The  wedding  company  assembled  at  the  house  of  the 
groom's  father  prepared  to  march,  so  as  to  reacli  the  house  of  the 
bride  by  noon.  They  were  dressed  without  the  aid  of  a  store  or 
tailor  within  many  miles,  and  their  horses  were  also  unaided  by 
either  blacksmiths  or  saddlers.  As  they  marched  in  double  file 
along  the  narrow  trail  they  were  apt  to  be  ambushed  by  surprise 
parties,  who  sprang  out  to  alarm  the  horses  by  firing.  As  the  caval¬ 
cade  neared  the  bride’s  house,  two  of  the  young  men  usually  started 
on  a  race  to  bring  back  the  whiskey  bottle,  which  was  standing  ready 
for  them.  The  victor  seized  it  and  returned  to  pass  it  round  among 
the  company. 

“The  wedding  dinner  was  beef,  pork,  venison,  and  bear’s  meat; 
and  if  table  knives  were  scarce,  the  scalping  knives  were  drawn  from 
the  belts  and  used.  Immediately  after  the  dinner,  the  dancing  com¬ 
menced,  and  was  kept  up  until  the  next  morning.  As  soon  as  one 
became  tired  another  stepped  in  to  take  his  place.  Whoever  stole 
off  to  get  some  sleep  was  hunted  up,  dragged  to  the  floor,  and  the 
fiddler  ordered  to  play  ‘hang  on  till  tomorrow  morning.’ 

“Among  such  people  a  word  was  quickly  followed  by  a  blow,  and 
quarrels  and  fightings  were  frequent.  But  in  these  encounters  no 
weapons  were  used.  They  settled  all  their  difficulties  with  their  fists; 
and  a  man  who  was  clearly  no  match  for  his  antagonist  was  allowed 
to  employ  a  friend  to  fight  for  him.  There  was  no  assassination, 
none  of  that  murderous  shooting  at  sight  which  has  become  so 
common  on  the  frontiers  of  modern  times.  .  . 

“After  the  year  1755,  all  these  people,  men,  women  and  children, 
lived  in  a  continual  state  of  war  with  the  Indians.  There  were  few 
boys  so  young  that  they  could  not  fire  a  rifle  through  a  port-hole, 
and  few  women  who  could  not  cut  patches  for  the  bullets  and  carry 
water.  It  was  a  wild  life  and  a  rough  one,  but  it  had  its  compensa¬ 
tions.  The  people  were  strong,  hardy  and  full  of  strong  animal 
enjoyment.  They  were  masters  of  their  own  destinies.  Every  one 
was  a  Jack-of-all-trades,  his  own  blacksmith,  his  own  carpenter,  his 
own  cooper,  his  own  gunsmith.  He  himself,  as  well  as  his  wife,  wove 
the  linsey  cloth  which  they  wore.  Nor  was  it  altogether  a  monotonous 
life.  The  continual  excitement  of  forty  years  of  war,  and  the  rapid 
development  of  the  frontier,  the  growth  of  new  settlements,  the  varied 
exertion  required,  left  little  room  for  sameness.  Men  grew  old 
early  from  the  privations  and  hardships,  but  they  never  complained 
that  life  seemed  dull.’’ 
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Down  by  the  borough  of  Delta,  in  1762,  James  Ross  was  born, 
and  later  he  moved  to  western  Pennsylvania  and  became  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  lawyer  and  statesman,  and  is  said  to  have  delivered  a 
speech  in  the  U.  S.  Senate  in  1802  which  President  James  Monroe 
declared  in  a  speech  in  Pittsburgh  in  1817,  caused  President  Jefferson 
to  favor  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  In  1750  Patrick  McGee  settled 
on  a  track  of  land  which  he  called  “Gwin’s  Town,”  where,  in  1754, 
the  Guinston  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church  was  founded;  and  on 
March  1,  1755,  James  Cooper  took  up  the  adjoining  tract  which  he 
named  “Hopewell,”  on  which  tract  a  new  log  church  had  been  built. 
Neither  Cooper  nor  the  church  had  title  to  that  land  until  twelve 
years  later  when  Pennsylvania  granted  him  a  warrant  of  title,  and 
Cooper,  by  a  deed  poll  dated  April  23,  1773,  conveyed  the  premises 
to  Trustees,  Thomas  Curry,  James  Wallace,  Guin  Allison,  Andrew 
Fulton,  Alexander  Moore,  John  McClurg,  John  McNeary,  George 
Campbell,  John  McCay,  and  John  Stewart,  for  the  two  acres  needed 
for  that  church  site  and  title.  One  is  interested  in  a  number  of  those 
names,  names  which  have  a  large  meaning  in  the  Reed,  Rlair  and 
Wallace  family  traditions. 

Among  the  numerous  Scotch-Irish  families  who  came  into  the 
lower  end  of  York  County,  were  the  following  who  have  an  interest, 
or  a  part,  in  our  story:  Prior  to  1750,  Hugh  Ross,  John  Campbell, 
Guinn  Allison,  and  James  Evans.  After  1750  came  John  Reed, 
Joseph  Reed,  William  Reed,  and  Moses  Wallace.  The  Scotch-Irish 
who  came  into  Fawn  Township  prior  to  1770  were:  James  Rlair, 
Archibald  Cooper,  Joseph  Ross,  William  Reed,  and  William  Wallace. 
Those  who  came  into  Hopewell  Township  prior  to  1770  included: 
Guin  Allison,  Alexander  Allison,  and  James  Wallace. 

There  was  a  very  close  affinity  and  friendship,  perhaps  an  inter¬ 
mingling  of  fraternity,  between  the  Scotch-Irish  settlers  in  York 
County  with  those  in  Harford  County,  Maryland,  as  well  as  the 
clans  in  New  York  state.  Among  the  families  who  settled  in  the 
Manor  of  Mansk  between  1736  and  1741  were:  William  McCreary, 
April  1740;  Duncan  Evans,  October  1736;  Thomas  Latta,  May 
1740;  James  Reed,  August  1738;  John  Reed,  November  1740;  Mary 
Reed,  September  1740;  and  among  the  Huguenot  families  who 
located  in  York  County  prior  to  1775,  are  listed  John  Van  Dyke 
and  Peter  Van  Dyke. 

The  defeat  of  the  Provincial  forces  at  McCord’s  Fort  placed  the 
frontier  settlements  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  York  in 
imminent  danger  of  Indian  raids  and  attacks,  and  many  of  the 
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settlers  re-crossed  the  Susquehanna  for  safety's  sake.  Many  of  the 
York  County  people  petitioned  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for 
protection,  asking  that  troops  be  sent  to  them  at  once.  Among  the 
signers  of  that  petition  we  find  William  McCreary,  William  Ross, 
another  William  McCreary,  John  Reade,  William  Love,  Alexander 
Love,  George  Love,  Samuel  Cooper,  and  William  Cooper. — From 
York  County  in  the  Revolution. 

Among  the  first  troops  gathered  for  the  defense  of  the  colonies 
in  the  Revolution  have  been  found  listed  the  following  men:  William 
Cooper,  Abel  Evans,  John  McCrary,  and  no  doubt  many  others  of 
our  kin  who  must  have  joined  them  then,  although  we  do  not  seem 
to  find  them  named.  Rev.  Samuel  Rlair  was  named  as  the  Chaplain 
in  Colonel  William  Thompson’s  Battalion;  and  this  battalion  was  the 
first  troop  west  of  the  Hudson  and  south  of  Long  Island  to  join  the 
American  Army  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  The  Muster  Roll  of 
Captain  Moses  McLean’s  company  of  York  County  has  Sergeant 
Robert  Allison,  private  Robert  Allison,  while  in  Captain  David 
Grier’s  company  from  York  and  the  nearby  regions  we  note  private 
George  Cooper.  In  the  Battle  of  Brandywine  we  note  that  Captain 
George  Ross  participated  in  Major  Lewis  Bush’s  brigade  in  Hartley’s 
Regiment. 

One  of  the  historical  landmarks  in  South-eastern  Pennsylvania 
was  the  “Old  Paxtang  Church”  region  located  some  three  miles  East 
of  Harrisburg.  That  Paxtang  Presbyterian  Church  was  built  of 
logs,  but  the  second  building  erected  later  on  was  constructed  of 
stone  in  1740.  Among  the  subscribers  to  a  “Call”  for  the  services  in 
Paxtang  Presbyterian  Church  under  date  of  September  26,  1754, 
we  found  the  names  of  James  Wallace  and  Robert  Wallace.  That 
“call”  was  for  the  services  of  Rev.  John  Elder.  Later,  in  1808,  John 
Allison,  John  Ross  and  others  contributed  the  necessary  funds  for 
the  repairs  of  their  meeting-house.  In  1825  we  discover  that  Robert 
Cooper  was  one  of  the  school  teachers  in  that  district. 

Among  the  early  marriages  performed  by  Rev.  John  Elder 
(1744-1791),  were  Elizabeth  Wallace  and  Joseph  Boyd  (1766;) 
James  Wallace  and  Sarah  Elder,  June  19,  1787;  Moses  Wallace  and 
Jean  Fulton,  1770;  Isabella  Wallace  and  Moses  Gilmor,  November  9, 
1784;  Ann  Maria  Wallace  and  Thomas  McNair,  May  9,  1771; 

James  Reid  and  _ ,  March  31,  1782;  John  Reid  and 

_ ,  February  16,  1769;  Thomas  Reid  and  Mary  West, 

July  15,  1771;  Mary  Wallace  and  Hugh  Graham,  1776;  William 
Wallace  and  _ ,  September  19,  1775;  and  among  the 
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marriages  performed  in  that  region  by  Rev.  John  Roan  (1754-1775) 
were:  David  Allison  and  Agnes  Dick,  July  4,  1768;  Anne  Cooper  and 
Robert  Atkins,  October  30,  1760;  Agnes  Ross  and  John  Ryers, 
April  15,  1755;  Elizabeth  Cooper  and  John  Steel,  April  10,  1766; 
Isabel  Cooper  and  William  McClenaghan,  March  8,  1764;  Margaret 
Cooper  and  Alexander  Mitchel,  February  21,  1769;  John  Ross  and 
Isabel  Johnston,  December  23,  1755;  Joseph  Ross  and  Martha 
McCleaghan,  June  23,  1756.  Marriages  by  Rev.  James  R.  Sharon 
(1807-1839)  included:  Joseph  Wallace  and  Sarah  E.  Cummins, 
May  28,  1816;  Agnes  Ross  and  Thomas  Reid,  March  4,  1813. 

Infant  baptisms  in  Paxtang  Church  included:  Thomas  Rell 
Allison,  April  24,  1808;  George  Ross,  April  9,  1809;  Joseph  Ross, 

June  24,  1810; _ Ross,  August  15,  1812;  Lydia  C.  Allison, 

August  15,  3  812;  Josiali  Reed  Elder,  July  28,  1830. 

Admissions  to  its  membership  include:  John  Allison,  communi¬ 
cant,  March  1816;  Margaret  Allison,  communicant, _ 1821. 

Some  of  the  Gravestones  in  the  Paxtang  graveyard  include: 
Jean  Wallace,  May,  1786,  aged  58  years;  Richard  Wallace,  December 
23,  3 805,  aged  31  years;  Moses  Wallace,  November  11,  1803,  aged 
62  years;  Elizabeth  Wallace,  September  22,  1815,  aged  16  y.  11  m. 
22  days;  Renj.  J.  Wallace,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  son  of  William  Wallace, 
Esq.,  June  7,  1810 — July  25,  1862,  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  April  25, 
1812 — Dec.  12,  1869;  Eleanor  M.  Wallace,  dau.  of  Wm.  Maclay, 
and  wife  of  Wm.  Wallace,  Jan.  2,  1823,  age  XLIX.  William  Wallace, 
Esq.,  late  of  Harrisburg,  May  28,  1816,  aged  46.  Elizabeth  Wallace, 
Jan.  12,  1804,  aged  26. 

From  the  Assessment  Roll  of  Little  Rritain  Township  for  1763, 
we  learn  that  John  Allison  was  assessed  “OPd. 16s. Od” ;  Ersbel 
Cooper  “Pd.  3s.  6d”;  James  Reed  “OPd.3s.Od.”;  and  in  1769  John 
and  Robert  Allison  “lPd.  Os.  Od.”;  James  Reed  “OPd.  3s.  Od.”; 
Archibald  Cooper  “OPd.  3s.  6d.”;  while  in  1777  John  Read  was 
assessed  “3Pd.  10s.  Od.”;  and  for  1777  the  real  estate  lists  John 
Allison  with  0  acres;  Robert  Allison  with  300  acres;  Joseph  Allison 
with  125  acres;  Samuel  Caughey  with  0  acres;  John  Evans  with 
150  acres;  James  McCreary  with  230  acres;  Samuel  McCreary  with 
260  acres;  John  McCreary  with  79  acres;  and  John  Reed  with 
236  acres. 

In  1714  Alexander  Ross  took  out  on  November  5,  a  warrant  for 
500  acres  on  Milcom  Island,  Little  Rritain  T ownship,  its  survey  being 
made  by  “the  forest  perch”  of  six  yards  instead  of  five  and  a  half,  so 
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he  may  have  had  between  eleven  hundred  and  twelve  hundred  acres 
there.  John  Allison  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  early  days  of  Little 
Britain  Township,  Lancaster  County,  with  a  farm  of  330  acres  and 
financial  means  which  enabled  him  to  make  occasional  loans.  Mary 
Cooper  acquired  some  land  there  prior  to  1797.  John,  John  Jr., 
Robert  A.,  and  William  W.  Evans  also  were  landowners  there  from 
1747  on.  Margaret  Reed  held,  by  survey,  of  December  13,  1752, 
238  acres  and  married  Robert  McCorkle. 

In  Drumore  Township,  Lancaster  County,  in  1756,  are  listed  as 
residents,  Robert  Reed,  John  Evans,  John  Reed,  another  John  Reed, 
and  Robert  Reed  Jr.;  while  in  1759  William  Reed  and  sons  John  and 
James  are  assessed  with  150  acres,  and  in  1769  William  Reed  has 
100  acres,  James  and  Samuel  Reed  have  140  acres,  John  Reed  and 
son  James  Reed  have  280  acres,  Robert  Reed  has  60  acres,  and  a 
Samuel  Reed  has  none  at  all  assessed  to  him.  In  1780  John  Evans 
has  400  acres,  James  Reed  and  Samuel  Reed  have  200  acres,  James 
Reed  “meeting  House’’  300  acres,  John  Reed  has  none,  while  William 
Reed  has  217  acres  and  Robert  Reed  has  150  acres.  Hugh  Reed  has 
no  land  assessed  to  him  that  year. 

In  1869  the  Good  Templars  Lodge  in  Drumore  was  organized, 
and  among  its  charter  members  were  Jeremiah  Cooper,  Louisa 
Cooper,  and  Mary  C.  Cooper,  all  of  them  being  associated  in  kinship 
with  us  in  Erie  County.  During  our  Civil  War  there  were  enlisted 
in  sundry  county  military  organizations  James  F.  Evans,  Joseph 
Showalter,  and  Henry  Showalter;  and  the  Ellis  and  Evans  History 
of  Lancaster  County  lists  the  Evans’s  and  Reed’s  as  among  the 
names  prominent  in  its  pioneer  history. 

In  Delta,  York  County,  Joseph  Ross,  a  sturdy  Scotch-Irishman, 
had  come  with  others  from  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  settled  in 
Lower  Chanceford  Township  in  1756,  buying  a  plantation  north  of 
the  McCandless  Tract,  and  building  himself  a  large  stone  dwelling. 
In  1762  his  son,  James  Ross,  was  born  in  that  house,  Mr.  Ross  later 
removed  to  Pittsburgh  where  he  became  a  leader  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Bar,  served  eight  years  as  a  U.  S.  Senator  with  fidelity  and  honor,  and 
is  claimed  to  have  been  one  of  its  ablest  orators.  The  Peoples’  Bank 
of  Delta  had  W.  J.  Reed  as  one  of  its  directors.  Between  1782  and 
1807  contributors  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Dillsburg,  York 
County,  included  William  Ross,  Alexander  Ross,  James  Blair,  John 
Blair,  and  others.  Dillsburg  furnished  a  full  quota  of  soldiers  to 
serve  in  the  Civil  War,  among  whom  were  G.  W.  Reed  and  Henry 
Reed. 
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In  the  pioneer  days  of  south-western  Pennsylvania,  many 
families  from  the  counties  of  Chester,  Lancaster,  York  and  other 
eastern  counties,  removed  to  Washington  County,  and  among  them 
we  notice  the  names  of  Wallace,  Fulton,  McCreary,  Reed  and  others. 
As  soon  as  the  authorities  had  pronounced  north-western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  safe  for  Americans  to  enter  and  settle  there,  many  of  those 
people  from  those  early  south-eastern  Pennsylvania  counties  traveled 
to  Butler,  Beaver,  Crawford  and  Erie  Counties,  some  of  them  paus¬ 
ing  awhile  as  they  traveled  on,  while  most  of  them  found  desirable 
locations  upon  which  to  settle  in  one  or  other  of  those  counties,  so 
that  descendants  of  our  south-eastern  Pennsylvania  pioneer  families 
will  be  found  scattered  all  the  way  from  those  eastern  areas  along  the 
the  southern  and  western  counties  of  our  state,  and  in  those  counties 
were  some  of  the  foremost  men  of  affairs  who  had  risen  from  those 
early  pioneering  families  to  originate  and  carry  to  fruition  much  of 
the  public  affairs  of  our  state,  and  no  small  amount  of  such  affairs 
in  the  councils  of  our  nation.  Many  of  those  families  had  stopped 
but  a  short  while  in  Washington  County,  and  some  of  them  on  reach¬ 
ing  Beaver  County  elected  to  make  that  county  the  seat  of  their 
particular  family  endeavors;  while  many  others  continued  on  north¬ 
ward  into  and  across  Crawford  County,  inspired  no  doubt  by  their 
knowledge  that  the  great  lake  upon  which  Perry  and  others  had  so 
greatly  distinguished  themselves  lay  just  ahead,  beckoning  them  to 
its  shores. 

Consequently  we  find,  in  1802,  that  the  assessment  lists  in 
Beaver  County  include  Robert  Blair,  James  Reed,  James  Reed  Sr., 
John  Reed,  Alexander  Reed,  Robert  Wallace,  Hezekiah  Wallace  a 
single  man,  in  Hanover  Township;  David  Reed,  William  Wallace, 
in  First  Moon  Township;  William  Reed,  a  William  Reed  on  Arthur 
Garner’s  land,  and  John  Reed  single,  in  Second  Moon  Township; 
Samuel  Blair,  Joshua  Blair,  Samuel  Caughey,  William  Caughey, 
John  Reed  (distillery),  Alexander  Robb,  Samuel  Robb,  Ruel  Reed, 
Alexander  Reed,  William  Reed,  Patrick  Wallace,  and  Samue] 
Caughey  the  Assistant  Assessor,  in  Beaver  Township;  while  in  1806, 
in  Ohio  Township,  are  listed  Alexander  Reed,  a  Constable,  John 
Reed  a  Supervisor,  John  Reed  also  a  Supervisor,  Eli  Reed  the 
Coroner,  J.  I.  Reed,  the  County  Superintendent  1863-1867,  J.  M. 
Reed,  ditto  1887,  Hiram  Reed  the  Poor  House  Director  1870-1871, 
William  M.  Reed,  ditto  1875-1876,  R.  R.  Reed  Representative  1865, 
Alexander  Reed  on  a  Coroner’s  jury  1806,  Samuel  Robb  on  a  ditto, 
John  Reed  a  petit  juryman  1807,  Alexander  Allison  admitted  to 
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Bar  1804,  James  Allison  also  admitted  1804,  William  Allison  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  1833,  and  John  Allison  admitted  in  1845,  Boss  Forward 
admitted  in  1866,  Bernard  M.  Beed  admitted  1868,  John  F.  Beed 
admitted  in  1877,  John  B.  Wallace  admitted  in  1829,  William  D. 
Wallace  admitted  in  1886,  Dr.  George  W.  Allison  is  found  to  be  a 
practicing  physician  there  in  1829.  Dr.  Samuel  Wallace  died  young 
there,  and  Dr.  George  W.  Allison  admitted  to  practice  there  in  1855. 

Those  listed  for  “Irish  Belief”  in  1847  included  Archibald  Beed 
in  Little  Beaver  Township,  Bobert  Wallace  in  Big  Beaver  Township, 
Henry  Beed  in  Hopewell  Township,  and  Samuel  Beed  in  Greene 
Township.  There  is  a  picture  of  Joseph  Wallace  on  page  259  of 
Warner  &  Co’s.  History  of  Beaver  County;  and  among  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  Society  were  Hon. 
John  Nesbit  and  Robert  Wallace,  with  A.  G.  McCreary  as  its  Record¬ 
ing  Secretary  in  1844;  while  Milton  Reed  was  his  successor  in  1881, 
and  E.  J.  Allison  a  member  in  1883. 

On  July  17,  1844,  The  Western  Star  published  the  following 
patriotic  poem  which  has  had  a  certain  amount  of  appeal  to  the 
writer: 


OUR  FLAG 

“Our  Flag  is  there,  our  flag  is  there; 

How  swells  our  hearts  to  see  it  wave; 

It  sweeps  o’er  freeman’s  mouldering  bones, 

But  frowns  upon  the  traitor’s  grave. 

That  Flag  was  raised  in  Freedom’s  cause, 

When  hands  and  hearts  did  well  agree; 

We  swear  we  will  defend  our  laws 
In  spite  of  British  Whiggery. 

"then  let  our  Flag,  then  let  our  Flag 
Upon  the  breeze  triumphant  play  ; 

We  go  for  true  Democracy — 

Let  Whiggies  worship  Henry  Clay.” 

That  history  of  Warner’s  has  listed  among  the  troops  from 
Beaver  County  for  service  at  Erie  in  1814,  William  Reed,  Samuel 
Reed,  Robert  Reed,  James  Ross,  John  Reed;  and  those  partly  from 
Beaver  County  and  partly  from  near-by  places  were  Samuel  Blair, 
John  Wallace  and  Samuel  Wallace.  In  Captain  Lieper’s  company, 
138th  Reg.  were  William  Reed,  Alexander  Reed;  and  in  Captain 
Calhoun’s  company  we  find  Sgt.  Patrick  Caughey,  Corporal  James 
Allison,  and  privates  James  Allison,  Patrick  Caughey.  In  Captain 
Drennen’s  company  were  Joseph  Reed  and  Benjamin  Wallace,  and 
in  Captain  Imbrie’s  company  Matthew  Reed  was  serving. 
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After  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  April  13,  1861,  the  Beaver 
County  folks  met,  resolved,  and  then  organized  a  Committee  of  One 
Hundred  for  defensive  plans.  Among  the  members  of  that  committee 
were  James  Arbuckle,  William  Wallace,  Joseph  Wallace,  William  M. 
Reed,  Philip  Cooper,  Samuel  Davenport,  Thomas  McCreary,  Hon. 
John  Allison,  R.  D.  Cooper  and  Robert  McCreary.  On  July  24, 
1867  that  history  has  a  published  list  of  the  officers  and  men  from 
Beaver  County,  and  among  them  were:  Captain  Joseph  M.  Reed, 
Captain  Alvin  M.  Reed,  2nd  Lieut.  Eben  Allison,  James  Caughey, 
Alvin  M.  Reed,  Corp.  Matthew  H.  Fulton;  and  among  the  privates 
were:  James  Allison,  William  L.  Reed,  James  C.  Reed  and  Stanley 
Showalters.  In  Company  F,  39th  Regiment  were:  1st  Lieutenant 
Joseph  M.  Reed,  Corporal  Thomas  G.  Evans,  and  privates,  Martin  S. 
Evans.  In  Company  K,  39th  Regiment  were  Corporal  James  W. 
Reed,  and  privates  William  H.  H.  Reed,  John  W.  Reed,  William  B. 
Wallace.  In  Company  C,  63rd  Regiment  were  privates  Robert 
Allison,  Samuel  C.  Reed,  and  Benjamin  F.  Reed.  In  Company  G, 
78th  P.  V.,  was  John  Evans.  In  Company  D,  100th  Regiment  P.  V. 
were  2nd  Lieutenant  James  R.  Caughey,  1st  Lieutenant  Alvin  M. 
Reed,  and  privates:  Andrew  Reed,  John  D.  Reed,  Cunningham 
Reed,  Samuel  Reed,  and  William  A.  Reed.  In  Company  E,  104th 
Regiment  were  privates  Alfred  S.  McCreary,  William  J.  Reed,  Samuel 
Ross,  and  William  H.  Wallace.  In  Company  I,  104th  Regiment 
were  Joseph  Reed  and  James  M.  Reed,  privates.  In  Company  F, 
140th  Regiment  were  Robert  H.  Cooper,  William  J.  Cooper,  George 
W.  Cooper,  James  L.  McCreary,  and  John  S.  Reed.  In  Company  H, 
140th  Regiment  were  Sgt.  John  C.  Robb,  William  McCreary  and 
John  A.  Robb.  In  Company  I,  140th  Regiment  was  private  Samuel 
Reed.  In  the  162nd  Regiment,  17th  Cavalry  were  Comm.  Sgt. 
John  P.  Ross,  Sgt.  Reed  Wallace,  and  privates  William  C.  Cooper 
and  William  H.  Reed.  In  Company  F,  101st  Regiment  were  privates 
Joseph  Allison,  John  Grubbs  and  Jesse  Wallace.  In  Company  H, 
101st  Regiment  were  privates  Robert  F.  Cooper  and  John  A.  Reed. 

This  much  we  have  recorded  in  detail  as  a  very  few  of  the 
activities  of  some  of  our  family  namesakes,  from  some  of  their 
localities,  after  having  left  their  homes  in  south-eastern  Pennsylvania 
for  the  allurements  of  the  wilderness  areas  in  south-western  and 
western  Pennsylvania,  with  the  hope  they  may  sometime  be  found 
to  be  convenient  for  others  who  may  be  trying  to  locate  some  of  their 
own  kindred  of  other  days. 
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Erie  County  Beckons  and  We  Come 

It  must  be  observed,  that  Old  Lake  Erie,  with  the  stirring 
historical  events  which  have  been  associated  with  it,  probably 
beckoned  those  eastern  and  southern  Pennsylvania  folks  as  much  as 
any  one  thing  in  inducing  them  to  leave  their  comfortable  eastern 
and  southern  well  settled  homesteads,  their  kindred  and  all  of  their 
social  and  industrial  ties  and  interests,  and  to  journey  on  foot  and 
on  horseback,  sometimes  utilizing  crude  bark  canoes  and  ruder 
flat-boats  when  they  were  available,  up  into  this  “Chimney  Corner” 
of  our  “Keystone  State”  of  Pennsylvania.  The  ways  and  the  methods 
for  such  travel  in  those  pioneer  days  were  very  far  from  the  easy  or 
convenient  ways  of  modern  times.  Roads,  there  were  none;  most  of 
the  ways,  even  the  main  traveled  routes  of  those  days  were  but 
narrow  paths  or  trails,  which  had  been  used  by  the  Indian  tribes  up 
to  that  time.  Of  course  we  must  admit  that  the  French  explorers 
and  their  military  forces  had  tried  to  improve  some  of  them  in  the 
extreme  western  part  of  the  state,  but  with  very  little  benefit  for 
later  travelers  over  them.  The  only  trail  which  they  had  attempted 
to  improve  was  the  one  from  Presque  Isle  to  LeBoeuf,  and  with 
very  little  work  having  been  done  on  the  trail  from  LeBoeuf  to  Fort 
Pitt.  It  was  currently  understood  that  the  work  of  the  French  had 
resulted  in  leaving  big  holes  in  the  earth  where  they  had  tried  to 
remove  the  great  stumps  of  the  forest  trees,  or  the  large  rocks  lying 
along  the  way.  Thus  such  holes  proved  to  be  big  sink  holes,  or  water 
holes,  around  which  the  wary  traveler  sought  to  find  his  way,  causing 
travelers  to  pass  over  a  strip  many  rods  wide,  by  some  writers  said 
to  have  been  several  miles  wide,  as  travel  kept  widening  it.  With  all 
that  the  French  had  done  to  it  that  trail  was  far  from  fit  for  the  use 
of  wagons  for  some  time  after  our  pioneers  had  settled  in  this  western 
region. 

We  must  remember  also,  that  when  the  French  were  about  to 
leave  this  region,  they  had  used  all  of  their  arts  to  inspire  the  native 
Indians  with  a  real  hatred  of  the  English,  as  they  called  the  American 
pioneers;  and  it  was  well  known  “down  east”  that  any  American 
seeking  to  enter  this  western  region  in  those  early  days,  to  either 
explore,  trade,  or  settle,  took  his  life  in  his  hands,  and  usually  found 
it  far  too  risky  to  venture  here  with  wife  and  family  to  settle.  Even 
so  late  as  1794  the  Indians  had  stopped  a  little  American  army  two 
miles  south  of  Waterford  and  then  and  there  denied  them  the  carry- 


19 


ing  out  of  their  plan  to  reach  Presque  Isle  that  fall;  their  object 
having  been,  of  course,  to  reach  Presque  Isle  and  to  erect  fortifications 
for  the  protection  of  Americans  awaiting  the  time  when  settlers 
could  be  afforded  proper  protection  when  they  arrived  in  this  region. 
However,  General  Anthony  Wayne's  successful  campaign  in  the 
west  in  1793,  when  he  defeated  the  western  Indians,  had  at  length 
brought  a  feeling  of  discouragement  to  the  Indians  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  by  1794  and  the  spring  of  1795,  their  warlike  spirit 
had  suffered  a  most  decided  slump.  Therefore,  in  the  summer  of 
1795  three  new  companies  of  militia  left  Pittsburgh  to  follow  the  old 
trail  north  along  the  Allegheny  River.  When  they  arrived  at  the 
winter  camp  of  the  remnants  of  the  military  expedition  of  the  summer 
before,  they  picked  up  the  survivors  of  that  group  who  had  wintered 
there,  and  all  of  them  continued  up  past  Fort  LeBoeuf  of  French 
times,  and  then  on  down  to  Presque  Isle.  Arriving  on  the  shore  of 
the  harbor  they  at  once  built  a  log  stockade  around  a  desirable  place 
back  of  where  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Home  is  now,  and  then  built 
sundry  log  cabins  and  other  structures  inside  that  stockade  for  the 
various  uses  of  a  military  post.  In  command  of  one  of  those  three 
companies  of  militia  in  1795,  was  young  Captain  John  Grubb,  of 
Lancaster  County,  a  son  of  Thomas  Grubb  and  Isabella  Polk,  he 
being  a  grandson  of  Emanuel  Grubb  and  A.  H.  Cock,  probably  a 
great  grandson  of  John  Grubb  and  R.  Buckley.  Captain  John  Grubb 
had  been  born  in  Lancaster  County  June  8,  1767,  and  seems  to  have 
been  the  first  American  to  reach  Erie  County  and  who  later  concluded 
to  remain  here.  When  these  militia  companies  arrived  here  they  no 
doubt  arranged  for  regular  hunting  parties  to  go  out  into  the  sur¬ 
rounding  forests  and  scour  the  country  for  game  to  supplement  and 
augment  their  culinary  supplies.  The  forests  were  full  of  wild  game 
animals,  as  well  as  wild  and  dangerous  animals  which  were  not  suit¬ 
able  for  food  meats;  and  the  streams  also  were  full  of  food  fish  which 
were  easily  obtained,  and  added  much  to  the  food  supplies  of  the 
garrison.  It  is  comparatively  easy  for  one  to  follow  such  a  hunting 
party  as  it  tramped  through  the  forests,  climbed  the  hills  and  forded 
the  streams  in  its  search  for  wild  meat-animals.  It  must  have  been 
upon  some  one  of  such  hunts,  that  young  Captain  Grubb  discovered 
what  he  considered  a  very  desirable  place  for  his  future  home  site, 
up  on  the  northern  slopes  of  what  later  became  known  as  Nicholson 
Hill;  and  there  he  staked  out  a  “claim"  and  put  in  his  claim  for  it  in 
regular  order,  to  be  ready  when  the  rush  of  new  settlers  would  come. 
While  still  stationed  here  he  managed  to  build  a  small  log  cabin  on 
his  claim,  and  prepared  it  for  a  temporary  home  as  soon  as  he  could 
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Log  home  built  by  Capt.  JohnGrubb  in  1798,  is  in  1st  floor  of  tall  part  of  this  building. 


be  released  from  his  military  duties.  Faithfully  carrying  out  his 
patriotic  duties  at  Fort  Presque  Isle,  he  was  at  length  discharged 
from  military  duty  and  at  once  returned  to  his  Lancaster  County 
home  and  shortly  thereafter  married  his  boyhood  sweetheart,  Miss 
Alicia  Cooper,  on  November  6,  1798.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cooper  and  Mary  Abercrombie,  and  a  grand-daughter  of  John 
Cooper  and  Alice  Gill.  Miss  Alicia  Cooper  was  born  May  22,  1770. 

In  the  spring  of  1799  Captain  John  Grubb  and  his  bride  set 
out  for  their  log  cabin  home  in  the  woods  on  the  northern  slopes  of 
"‘Nicholson  Hill,”  just  south  of  the  present  City  of  Erie.  They 
traveled  mostly  on  horseback  over  those  crude  wilderness  paths, 
ever  watchful  for  surprise  attacks  by  lurking  Indians,  bears,  wild¬ 
cats,  serpents,  and  other  forest  enemies.  After  a  long  and  wearisome 
journey  through  southern  Pennsylvania  and  then  north  along  the 
Allegheny  River  paths,  they  at  long  last  reached  their  little  log  cabin 
which  the  captain  had  built  on  his  claim  several  years  before.  This 
young  couple  experienced  all  of  the  inconveniences  of  pioneer  living 
in  a  forested  region,  finding  it  not  at  all  unusual  to  see  a  wandering, 
grinning  Indian  at  their  cabin  door  announcing  that  he  was  hungry. 
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We  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  they  could  not  bring  from  Lan¬ 
caster  County,  a  full  outfit  for  the  furnishing  of  a  house,  not  even  a 
bed,  a  cook  stove,  chairs,  or  cupboard.  Rugs  were  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  For,  a  horseback  transit  is  not  adapted  to  very  much  besides 
the  riding  owner  of  the  horse.  A  medium  sized  iron  kettle  seems  to 
have  been  the  common  article  for  culinary  purposes,  and  usually 
was  used  out  doors  over  an  open  fire  of  sticks.  For  some  time  articles 
of  food  must  have  been  rather  scanty,  being  made  up  largely  of  game- 
meats  obtained  from  the  surrounding  woods,  with  now  and  then  some 
fish  taken  from  the  streams  not  far  away.  At  length  the  captain 
succeeded  in  clearing  a  patch  of  ground  on  which  he  was  able  to 
grow  a  few  potatoes,  and  later  even  some  wheat  and  corn  as  well, 
while  a  few  garden  vegetables  were  grown  close  by.  In  the  years 
ahead  they  succeeded  in  enlarging  their  cabin  home  into  a  large  two- 
story  house,  and  their  cleared  fields  into  areas  suitable  for  the  grow¬ 
ing  of  grain  and  root  crops  to  amplify  their  food  supplies.  Today  a 
large  two-story  frame  house  stands  on  the  site  of  the  Grubb  home¬ 
stead. 

In  due  time  there  came  to  be  born  to  this  most  estimable  couple 
the  following  children:  Mary  (“Polly”)  Grubb,  born  September  10, 
1799,  who  died  unmarried  August  10,  1825;  Armfield  Morgan  Grubb, 
born  January  24,  1801,  who  died  unmarried  August  8,  1867;  Delia 
Grubb,  born  March  20,  1804,  who  died  December  25,  1806;  Delia 
Abercrombie  Grubb,  born  December  25,  1806,  and  who  died  un¬ 
married  on  January  29,  1872;  Jane  Grubb,  born  February  25,  1810, 
who  married  Joseph  Reed  on  September  19,  1837,  and  died  December 
31,  1846,  being  buried  beside  her  parents,  her  brother  and  sisters 
under  the  “Old  Pine  Tree”  in  the  family  burial  plot  on  a  sightly 
knoll  some  ten  or  fifteen  rods  above  the  family  home;  and  Stephen 
Thomas  Cooper  Grubb,  born  April  25,  1812,  and  who  died  unmarried 
on  April  3,  1850;  all  of  them  having  been  buried  in  that  little  burial 
plot  above  the  family  home.  The  parents  both  died  there  in  the 
home,  Captain  John  Grubb  on  June  8,  1845,  and  Alicia  (Cooper) 
Grubb,  August  18,  1849.  All  of  those  children  remained  in  the 
family  home  until  their  deaths,  excepting  Jane  who  had  married 
Joseph  Reed  and  had  made  her  home  with  him  about  three  miles 
directly  west  of  her  paternal  homestead  until  the  death  of  her  husband 
on  September  17,  1844,  when  she  returned  to  her  parent’s  home  with 
her  three  children  who  had  been  born  to  her  in  the  Reed  log  home, 
John  Grubb  Reed  born  September  27,  1838;  George  Reed  born 
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May  20,  1840;  and  Mary  Alicia  Reed  born  April  14,  1843.  Eventually 
the  remains  of  Joseph  Reed,  who  had  been  buried  in  this  Grubb 
burial  plot  at  his  death,  were  exhumed  by  his  two  sons  and  removed 
to  a  burial  lot  in  the  Fairview  Cemetery  which  contains  the  remains 
of  the  Reed  family  descended  from  him,  with  the  little  marble  head¬ 
stone  at  the  head  of  his  grave.  The  little  Grubb  burial  plot  later 
lost  its  “Old  Pine  Tree,  '  and  today  only  some  of  its  larger  roots 
remain  out  of  the  ground  at  about  the  center  of  the  40  x  40  foot  area 
well  marked  by  being  raised  two  or  three  feet  above  the  surrounding 
lands  as  a  sort  of  dais,  but  now  having  no  signs  that  it  was  ever  used 
as  a  burial  place,  the  old  headstones  even  having  been  removed. 

Renjamin  Grubb,  a  brother  of  Captain  John  Grubb,  had  been 
born  March  31,  1775,  in  Lancaster  County,  being  a  son  of  Thomas 
Grubb  and  Isabella  Polk,  a  grandson  of  Emanuel  Grubb  and  A.  H. 
Cock,  and  probably  a  great  grandson  of  John  Grubb  and  R.  Ruckley. 
Early  in  life  he  and  his  wife,  Catharine  Porter  settled  on  a  farm  in 
the  northern  edge  of  the  present  McKean  Township,  building  his 
home  on  the  east  side  of  the  old  trail  which  later  became  a  fine  high¬ 
way  named  “The  Grubb  Road”  in  his  memory.  That  road  leads 
from  the  Sterrettania  Road  at  a  point  just  west  of  the  Laurel  Hill 
Cemetery,  and  thence  southwards  to  and  into  Middleboro  (McKean 
Corners).  His  farm  became  later  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Pfeffer. 
Mr.  Renjamin  Grubb  had  married  Catherine  Porter,  their  dates 
not  having  been  secured  as  yet,  and  they  had:  Thomas  Porter  Grubb, 
born  March  5,  1804,  who,  on  January  3,  1837,  had  married  Jane 
Rlair  a  daughter  of  James  Rlair  and  his  wife  Mary  Wallace;  Margaret 
Adaline  Grubb,  born  August  11,  1821,  who  married  James  Latta 
Reed  May  9,  1843,  and  she  died  September  11,  1880;  Mary  Jane 
Grubb  born  June  3,  1815,  who  married  William  Reed  on  May  5, 
1842,  and  she  died  May  2,  1890.  This  Renjamin  Grubb  died  April 
16,  1843. 

The  REED  RRANCH  of  our  ancestry  in  this  part  of  the  country 
begins  with  Captain  JOSEPH  REED  who  lived  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Susquehanna  River  in  York  County,  about  opposite  Pequea. 
He  had  served  in  the  Colonial  Army  during  the  Revolution,  and  at 
its  close  is  said  to  have  “Returned  to  his  700  acre  farm,  to  his  tavern, 
his  mill,  and  his  ferry  across  the  Susquehanna  River.”  We  have  not 
been  able  to  secure  the  date  of  his  birth  or  marriage,  but  he  died  in 
1782.  He  was  twice  married,  the  second  marriage  being  to  Miss. 
Janet  Ross,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Ross  of  Lancaster  County.  Ry  this 
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marriage  were  born:  ELIZABETH  REED,  born  1774-5,  who  married 
in  1798  and  died  August  13,  1858;  GEORGE  REED,  born  August  2, 
1777,  who  married  Miss  Mary  McCreary  of  Pequea,  Lancaster 


County,  February  28,  1804,  and  died  April  6,  1857  in  Millcreek  Town¬ 
ship,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  through  the  Revolutionary 
services  of  this  Captain  Joseph  Reed  that  our  family  members  can 
claim  the  right  to  a  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  or  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
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George  Reed  and  his  wife,  Mary  McCreary,  when  they  arrived 
from  York  County,  settled  on  a  fine  farm  in  Millcreek  Township,  at 
the  junction  of  “The  Grubb  Road”  and  the  “Sterrettania  Road,” 
where  they  built  a  fine,  two-story  frame  house  designed  slightly  in 


George  Reed  and  wife ,  Mary  McCreary. 


the  colonial  style,  with  tall  square  pillars  on  its  front  porch  rising 
to  the  roof.  To  them  were  born:  JOSEPH  REED,  born  January  1, 
1807,  who  married  Miss  Jane  Grubb  on  September  19,  1837,  and  who 
died  September  17,  1844;  Rebecca  Jane  Reed  born  March  11,  1805, 
who  married  Samuel  Love  on  February  23,  1826  and  had  their  home 
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Samuel  Love  and  wife  Rebecca  Reed. 


on  the  hill  in  the  house  now  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  she  dying  May 
10,  1891;  John  McCreary  Reed  born  July  28,  1810,  who  was  married 
three  times— July  4,  1842,  April  4,  1850,  and  June  18,  1868,  he  dying 
January  18,  1878;  Eliza  Ann  Reed  born  October  30,  1813,  married 
March  15,  1837  and  died  June  27,  1843;  William  Reed  born  June  4, 
1816,  married  on  May  5,  1842,  and  died  April  16,  1854;  James  Latta 
Reed  born  March  18,  1821,  married  May  9,  1843  to  Miss  Margaret 
Adaline  Grubb  who  died  September  11,  1880,  when  he  married  Mrs. 
Aurilla  Remus  on  December  15,  1881,  he  dying  January  28,  1911. 
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On  our  ancestral  side  through  my  mother’s 
ancestors,  we  note  that  JAMES  BLAIR,  born 
in  1773,  who  had  married  Miss  Mary  Wallace 
on  December  27,  1803,  and  had  found  their 
way  from  eastern  Pennsylvania  into  and 
through  Washington  County,  and  from  there 
north  until  they  found  a  place  that  met  their 
wishes  in  Tract  No.  472  Girard  Township, 
where  they  first  purchased  a  51  acre  piece  of 
land  from  John  Day  and  others,  on  November 
7,  1832;  and  other  pieces  of  land  were  soon 
added  to  it,  one  being  for  101  acres  in  Girard 
and  Elk  Creek  townships  in  Tracts  467-468 
in  1818,  with  a  50  acre  piece  bought  from  the 
Holland  Land  Company  in  Tract  468  on 


Coat-of-Arms 
The  Hunter-Blair  Family 


November  9,  1836.  Their  home  farm  was  close  west  from  that  natural 
curiosity  in  Little  Elk  Creek  known  as  “The  Devil’s  Backbone.” 
That  community  very  soon  became  known  as  “The  Blair  Neighbor¬ 
hood.” 


There  were  born  to  this  couple  in  their  Girard  log-house  home. 
John  Wallace  Blair  born  February  15,  1807  who  married  Miss 
Candace  Strong  on  July  4,  1831,  and  who  died  January  12,  1879; 
Robert  Blair  born  December  18,  1808,  married  on  May  5,  1836  to 
Polly  Devine,  and  died  July  1,  1841;  Jane  Blair  born  February  15, 
1811,  married  January  3,  1837  to  Thomas  Porter  Grubb,  and  died 
September  12,  1855;  James  Blair  born  March  31,  1813  and  died  un¬ 
married  on  December  1,  1893;  Joseph  Blair  born  February  2,  1816, 
and  who  died  unmarried  on  June  25,  1893;  David  Porter  Blair  born 
May  11,  1818,  married  March  5,  1874  to  Miss  Caroline  (“Cad”) 
Wallace,  and  died  February  20,  1905;  and  Samuel  Blair  born  May  6, 
1821,  who  married  Miss  Harriett  Wells  on  June  22,  1865,  and  died 
December  18,  1910. 

Still  confining  our  record  to  our  own  branch  of  the  Blair  family, 
John  Wallace  Blair,  who  married  Miss  Candace  Strong  as  shown 
above,  had:  Josiah  Wallace  Blair  born  July  7,  1832,  married  Miss 
Emeline  Silverthorn  on  October  1,  1857,  and  he  died  on  his  farm 
south  of  his  birthplace  on  March  7,  1864;  Charles  Porter  Blair  born 
August  22,  1834,  married  Miss  Lorinda  E.  Mallory  on  September  24, 
1857  and  he  died  December  25,  1867;  Mary  Elizabeth  Blair  born 
January  16,  1836,  married  Lyman  Luther  Foster  on  November  11, 
1858,  and  she  died  May  24,  1891;  Edwin  Porter  Blair  born  March  2, 
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1837,  married  Mary  J.  McPherson  on  June  19,  1881  and  lie  died 
May  31,  1904;  James  Rufus  Blair  born  May  7,  1838  and  died  un¬ 
married  on  December  30,  1899,  having  lived  on  his  father’s  home 
farm  all  his  life;  Candace  Eliza  Blair  born  January  1,  1840,  married 
John  Grubb  Reed  on  March  15,  1864,  and  she  died  May  9,  1901; 
and  Martha  Ann  Blair  born  July  22,  1842,  married  William  Henry 
VanDyke  on  April  14,  1870,  and  she  died  at  McLane  on  October  27, 
1910. 

Jane  Blair,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Blair,  who  was 
born  February  15,  1811,  married  Thomas  Porter  Grubb  January  3, 
1837,  and  they  lived  for  a  short  time  on  his  father’s  farm  in  McKean 
Township,  when  they  removed  to  Mercer  County,  where  she  died 
September  12,  1855,  he  having  been  born  March  5,  1804  and  died 
October  15,  1885  in  Mercer  County.  They  had:  James  Benjamin 
Grubb  born  March  22,  1842,  who  died  on  the  Mercer  farm  unmarried 
on  December  24,  1912;  and  Catharine  Grubb  born  May  27,  1844, 
who  married  James  William  Nelson  in  September  of  1877,  and  she 
died  without  issue  on  December  9,  1906. 

Robert  Blair,  son  of  James  and  Mary,  born  December  18,  1808 
married  Polly  Devine  on  May  5,  1836,  he  dying  July  1,  1841,  they 
having  had:  Edwin  Porter  Blair  born  March  2,  1837  who  married 
Mary  J.  McPherson  on  June  19,  1881,  he  dying  May  31,  1904;  also 
James  Wallace  Blair,  born  February  23,  1839,  who  died  unmarried 
on  March  9,  1907;  and  Mary  Amy  Blair,  born  December  17,  1841  ‘ 
who  married  Austin  A.  Melvin  April  18,  1880,  she  dying  June  24, 
1911. 

David  Porter  Blair,  born  May  11,  1818,  who  married  Miss 
Caroline  Wallace  on  March  5,  1874,  had:  Robert  Wallace  Blair,  born 
January  10,  1876,  who  married  on  October  17,  1899,  Miss  Ada  Pearl 
Pratt,  a  daughter  of  Norman  L.  Pratt,  and  had  David  Wallace  Blair, 
born  November  29,  1900,  and  Robert  Bromley  Blair,  born  March  19, 
1904,  neither  being  married  as  yet. 

Samuel  Blair,  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  Blair,  who  was  born 
May  6,  1821,  married  on  June  22,  1865  to  Miss  Harriett  Wells  who 
was  born  June  13,  1843  and  died  December  29,  1926,  the  said  Samuel 
Blair  dying  December  18,  1910.  They  had:  Frederick  Wells  Blair, 
born  December  21,  1869,  who  married  Miss  Helen  Louise  Sayre  on 
January  13,  1898,  she  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Sayre;  James  Harrison 
Dana  Blair,  born  June  15,  1878,  married  on  January  10,  1910,  to 

_ they  having  had  a  son,  James  Dana  Blair  Jr.,  born 

August  14,  1912,  died  young;  and  Mary  Ellen  Blair,  born  May  24, 
1872,  residing  in  Girard  Boro,  as  yet  unmarried. 
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Josiah  Wallace  Blair,  a  son  of  John  Wallace  and  Candace  Blair, 
was  born  July  7,  1832,  and  married  Emeline  Silverthorn  October  1, 
1857,  and  died  on  his  farm  a  half  mile  south  of  his  father’s  home  on 
March  7,  1864,  she  having  been  born  October  16,  1835,  a  sister  oj 
Hon.  Myron  H.  Silverthorn,  and  she  dying  March  23,  1904.  They 
had:  John  Silverthorn  Blair,  born  September  12,  1858,  who  married 
twice — first  to  Miss  Laura  M.  Munn  in  1887  who  died  January  31, 
1888,  when  he  re-married  in  1893  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Nason,  and  they 
had:  five  children;  Ruth  Blair,  born  September  30,  1894;  an  infant 
born  in  1895  who  died  December  28,  1895;  John  Wallace  Blair  born 
February  22,  1897;  William  Nason  Blair  born  August  22,  1899,  who 
married  Miss  Mabel  Porter  on  July  23,  1927;  Gertrude  Esther  Blair, 
born  December  29,  1901,  who  married _ on  Novem¬ 

ber  15,  1925.  This  John  Silverthorn  Blair  died  March  20,  1930.  By 
the  way,  he  had  a  daughter,  Laura  M.  Blair,  born  January  25,  1888 
to  him  and  his  first  wife,  Laura  M.  Munn,  who  married  Arthur  L. 
Hansen  on  May  1,  1912,  and  they  had:  Lois  Fern  Hansen  born 
September  1,  1914;  Arthur  Wayne  Hansen,  born  October  7,  1916, 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Hansen,  born  March  21,  1924. 

Ella  Emeline  Blair,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Wallace  and  Emeline 
Blair,  who  was  born  December  29,  1859,  married  Frank  W.  Truesdell 
on  December  22,  1880,  she  dying  August  22,  1944,  he  having  died 
December  18,  1927.  They  had  Blaine  Truesdell,  born  May  4,  1882, 
who  married  Edna  Vieregg  in  1908,  and  who  had  Frank  B.  Truesdell 
born  April  20,  1909;  Bernice  Truesdell,  a  daughter  of  Ella  and  Frank 
Truesdell,  born  November  5,  1886,  married  Raymond  D.  Frick  on 
August  19,  1914,  and  had  Barbara  Bernice  Frick,  born  January  2, 
1917;  Bertha  Truesdell,  another  daughter  of  Ella  and  Frank  Trues¬ 
dell,  born  September  5,  1888,  married  John  Waldon  on  August  2, 
1921 ;  Blanche  Truesdell  also  a  daughter  of  Ella  and  Frank  Truesdell, 
born  September  5,  1888,  who  died  March  2,  1889;  and  Beuhla  Trues¬ 
dell,  born  December  5,  1892,  married  Grover  Robert  Hollman  in 
August  of  1917. 

Frank  Josiah  Blair,  the  third  child  of  Josiah  Wallace  and  Emeline 
Blair,  was  born  October  22,  1862,  and  died  unmarried. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Blair,  daughter  of  John  Wallace  and  Candace 
Blair,  was  born  January  16,  1836,  and  married  Lyman  Luther 
Foster  on  November  11,  1858,  and  had:  Charles  Wallace  Foster, 
born  January  29,  1860,  who  married  Miss  Nellie  Wilson,  of  Centralia, 
Illinois  on  May  31,  1893,  she  having  died  without  issue  on  December 
15,  1941,  and  he  died  in  Lundys  Lane  on  June  15,  1945,  also  without 
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issue;  Mary  Elizabeth  Foster,  born  May  24,  1891,  died  in  childhood; 
Nettie  Eliza  Foster,  born  June  18,  1864,  married  Fred  Wimersberger 
on  November  18,  1894,  and  she  died  without  issue  on  June  12,  1989, 
at  Lundys  Lane,  Erie  County,  Pa.;  and  John  Condit  Foster,  born 
June  2,  1870,  was  killed  by  a  falling  limb  in  the  woods,  unmarried 
and  without  issue,  on  December  29,  1890.  Lyman  Luther  Foster 
died  September  17,  1904  in  his  farm  home  in  Girard  Township,  and 
his  wife  died  there  on  May  24,  1891. 

Charles  Porter  Blair,  a  son  of  John  Wallace  and  Candace  Blair, 
born  August  22,  1834,  married  Miss  Lorinda  E.  Mallory  on  Septem¬ 
ber  24,  1857,  and  he  died  December  25,  1867,  she  having  been  born 
June  8,  1836  in  Perrysburg,  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York  and 
died  November  15,  1898.  They  had:  Lizzie  Elmina  Blair,  born  June 
11,  1858,  married  Charles  Henry  Wright  on  May  7,  1878,  and  died 
July  15,  1939,  he  having  been  born  April  14,  1850,  and  died  Septem¬ 
ber  23,  1925;  an  infant  son  was  born  to  them  February  1,  1860,  who 
died  in  infancy;  James  M.  Blair,  born  September  19,  1861;  Mary 
Elida  Blair,  born  March  18,  1867,  married  Sherwood  Stancliff  and 
died  without  issue  on  April  1,  1925. 


Some  Erie  County  Blairs  in  Reunion,  1925. 


Candace  Eliza  Blair,  born  January  1,  1840,  a  daughter  of  John 
Wallace  and  Candace  Blair,  married  John  Grubb  Beed  on  March  15, 
1864,  and  died  May  9,  1901,  he  having  been  born  September  27, 
1838,  and  died  in  Millcreek  Township  November  7,  1923.  They  had: 
John  Elmer  Reed,  born  February  27,  1865,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Cora  Brown,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario  on  October  10,  1893,  she  having 
been  born  in  Hamilton  June  28,  1872,  and  dying  of  diabetis  in  Erie 
on  June  29,  1940.  They  had  one  child,  a  son,  Robert  Cameron  Reed, 
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born  March  27,  1901,  who  married  Miss  Violet  May  King  on  April 
22,  1925,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Marilyn  Edith  Reed,  born 
on  May  24,  1930,  and  Donna  Jean  Reed,  born  December  22,  1932, 
both  musically  inclined  under  the  guidance  of  their  mother.  John 
Elmer  and  wife  Elizabeth  Cora,  adopted  a  little  boy,  Walter  who  is 
with  Mr.  Reed  yet.  He  was  born  April  11,  1930. 

George  Arthur  Reed,  born  February  27,  1869,  the  second  child 
of  John  G.  and  Candace  Eliza  Reed,  became  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  in  Erie,  Pa.,  and  married  Mabel  Annice  Love  on  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1892,  and  had  two  sons:  Thomas  Harrison  Reed,  born  January 
29,  1895,  married  Mrs.  Florence  Emma  (Nash)  McGraw  on  August 
13,  1928,  she  having  had  a  son  by  her  first  marriage  named  Jack 
Conlin  McGraw  who  continued  to  live  with  her;  James  Richard 
Reed,  the  second  of  this  marriage,  born  March  31,  1900,  married 
Jane  Sheaffer  Marked  on  June  26,  1926,  they  having  several  children. 
Mrs.  Mabel  Annice  (Love)  Reed  dying  March  1,  1917,  the  Doctor 
later,  June  27,  1918,  married  his  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Jennie  Rirdena 
(Caughey)  Reed.  The  Doctor  continued  in  active  practice  until  his 
death  from  a  heart  attack  on  May  12,  1942.  Joseph  Wilbur  Reed, 
born  March  27,  1871,  another  son  of  John  G.  and  Candace  Eliza 
Reed,  lived  on  his  father’s  farm  in  West  Millcreek,  married  Miss 
Jennie  Rirdena  Caughey  on  September  5,  1901,  and  they  had  John 
Gilbert  Reed  born  January  14,  1903,  who  married  and  lived  at 
Westminster,  just  west  of  Erie;  and  Winifred  Candace  Reed,  bom 
April  1,  1906,  married  William  Kunkle  June  21,  1930,  he  having  been 
born  July  25,  1903,  they  living  at  Euclid,  Ohio.  Joseph  Wilbur  Reed 
above-named,  suffered  an  injury  from  which  tetanus  developed  and 
he  died  in  agony  April  3,  1910.  Mary  Ellen  Reed,  born  August  7, 
1873,  became  a  teacher,  as  well  as  a  librarian  later,  and  died  March 
22,  1940,  unmarried.  Edith  Jane  Reed,  another  child  of  John  G. 
and  Candace  Eliza  Reed,  born  September  16,  1876,  married  Philip 
Edmund  Carpenter,  a  neighbor  widower,  on  July  7,  1923,  and  she 
died  September  28,  1935  without  issue;  Mr.  Carpenter  having  been 
born  October  14,  1848,  and  formerly  married  on  December  28,  1876 
to  Emily  Jeannette  McCreary  who  died  March  29,  1921  without  issue. 
James  Ross  Reed,  born  February  24,  1880,  the  last  child  of  John  G. 
and  Candace  Eliza  Reed,  married  first,  June  1,  1910  to  Miss  Nina 
Katharine  Rlinn,  who  was  born  January  25,  1887,  and  died  November 
22,  1911  in  Pasadena,  leaving  her  husband  one  child,  a  son,  John 
Edmund  Reed,  born  October  18,  1911,  who  married  Eleanor  Farnum 
Smart  on  September  23,  1935,  to  whom  has  been  born  a  daughter, 
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Judith  Catherine  Reed.  James  Ross  Reed  later,  on  April  30,  1914, 
married  Margaret  Violet  Macey,  who  was  born  December  25,  1889, 
and  they  have:  James  Ross  Reed,  Jr.,  born  January  10,  1915  at  the 
Pasadena  Hospital;  Joseph  Arthur  Reed,  born  July  4,  1916  at  that 
hospital;  William  Hugh  Reed,  born  August  12,  1918,  died  June  3, 
1930,  at  that  hospital;  David  Morrison  Reed,  born  April  2,  1920, 

married  Nelle  Jane  Schlier  August  16,  1942,  she  born _ 

and  they  divorced  August  13,  1945  without  issue;  Edward  Angle 
Reed,  born  May  17,  1925,  at  the  hospital.  The  above-named  James 
Ross  Reed,  Jr.,  married  Zona  R.  Nevins  August  27,  1941,  and  were 
divorced  July  21,  1944,  without  issue.  Joseph  Arthur  Reed,  above- 
named,  married  Ruby  Ann  Pampeyan  on  June  7,  1942,  she  having 
been  born  at  Reedley,  California,  November  20,  1919.  These  last 
have  two  children:  James  Arthur  Reed,  born  March  29,  1944  in 
the  hospital,  and  Joseph  Alan  Reed,  born  October  6,  1945  in  the 
Pasadena  Hospital  also. 

Martha  Ann  Rlair,  daughter  of  John  Wallace  and  Candace  Rlair, 
born  July  22,  1842,  married  William  Henry  YanDyke  on  April  14, 
1870,  lie  having  been  born  February  20,  1847,  and  made  their  resi¬ 
dence  at  McLane,  having  had:  Mary  Elizabeth  VanDyke,  born 
July  25,  1872,  marrying  Sidney  Slater  McCreary  on  September  5, 
1900,  he  having  been  born  in  Millcreek  Township  March  29,  1873. 
They  had:  Harold  Sidney  McCreary,  born  February  8,  1902,  Earl 
Wallace  McCreary,  born  May  8,  1903  who  died  September  26,  1909, 
and  Ethel  Candace  McCreary,  born  February  10,  1905.  Edith 
Pearl  YanDyke,  born  May  14,  1875,  a  daughter  of  Martha  Ann  and 
Wm.  M.  YanDyke,  married  Gus  Lewis  on  July  4,  1894,  he  having 
been  born  July  11,  1869  and  died  August  6,  1938,  she  dying  May  6, 
1940,  they  having  had:  Weta  Lena  Lewis,  born  October  11,  1896  who 
died  September  22,  1922;  Eva  Lewis,  born  October  28,  1899,  and 
Ella  Mary  Lewis,  born  March  11,  1905.  Edith  Pearl  (YanDyke) 
Lewis  died  May  6,  1940.  John  Allison  YanDyke,  another  child  of 
Martha  Ann  and  Wm.  Henry  YanDyke,  was  born  November  19, 

1873,  and  married  March  3,  1893  to _ ,  he  dying  on 

July  26,  1928.  James  Rlair  YanDyke,  the  last  child  of  Martha  Ann 
and  William  H.  YanDyke,  was  born  December  13,  1878,  and  was 

married  September  17,  1902  to _  We  have  no  further 

data  concerning  these  last  two  men. 

Lizzie  Elmina  Rlair,  daughter  of  Charles  Porter  Rlair,  born  June 
11,  1858,  married  Charles  Henry  Wright  on  May  7,  1878,  he  having 
been  born  April  14,  1850.  They  had:  Zena  F.  Wright,  born  January 
6,  1879;  Charles  Glenn  Wright,  born  December  31,  1880;  John  James 
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Wright,  born  February  12,  1883;  Joe  Blair  Wright,  born  July  3,  1885; 
Henry  Clair  Wright,  born  August  24,  1887;  and  Rufus  Roy  Wright, 
born  November  18,  1889. 

Mary  Elida  Blair  died  without  issue. 

Zena  F.  Wright,  born  January  6,  1879,  married  Kay  Otis  in 
September  of  1897,  he  having  been  born  December  30,  1878,  and  they 
had:  Merle  K.  Otis,  born  January  28,  1898,  and  Nina  L.  Otis,  born 
March  8,  1900. 

Charles  Glenn  Wright,  born  December  31,  1880,  married  in 
November,  1902,  Alice  Dunning,  who  was  born  September  22,  1880, 
and  they  had:  Beth  Wright,  born  January  20,  1905;  Rada  M.  Wright, 
born  July  3,  1906;  Earnest  Ray  Wright,  born  February  16,  1910; 
Charles  Glenn  Wright,  Jr.,  born  April  20,  1920;  and  Leona  Wright, 
born  February  27,  1903. 

Returning  now  to  the  paternal  side  of  the  family,  as  descended 
from  George  Reed  and  his  wife  Mary  McCreary,  their  eldest  son, 
Joseph  Reed,  who  married  Jane  Grubb  September  19,  1837,  had  three 
children:  John  Grubb  Reed,  born  September  27,  1838,  married  Miss 
Candace  Eliza  Blair  March  15,  1864,  made  their  home  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  West  Millcreek,  where  they  had  six  children:  John  Elmer 
Reed,  born  February  27,  1865,  who  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Cora 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Ontario  on  June  28,  1872;  George 
Arthur  Reed,  born  February  27,  1869  in  the  same  old  log  house  his 
brother  was  born  in,  married  twice — first  to  Mabel  Annice  Love  on 
September  8,  1892,  secondly  to  Mrs.  Jennie  Birdena  (Caughey)  Reed 
on  June  27,  1918;  Joseph  Wilbur  Reed,  born  March  27,  1871,  who 
married  Miss  Jennie  Birdena  Caughey  on  September  5,  1901,  he 
being  wounded  by  a  chip  while  chopping  in  the  woods,  died  April 
3,  1910  of  lockjaw,  leaving  a  small  son  and  a  daughter;  Mary  Ellen 
Reed,  born  August  7,  1873,  never  married,  but  became  a  teacher  and 
librarian,  dying  unmarried  March  22,  1940;  Edith  Jane  Reed,  born 
September  16,  1876,  was  a  home-body,  but  on  July  7,  1923  she  became 
the  second  wife  of  Philip  Edmund  Carpenter,  and  died  September 
28,  1935  without  issue;  and  James  Ross  Reed,  born  February  24, 
1880,  married  twice — first  to  Miss  Nina  Katharine  Blinn  on  June  1, 
1910,  who  died  November  22,  1911  leaving  him  one  child,  a  son, 
John  Edmund  Reed,  who  was  born  October  18,  1911  who  later 
married;  secondly  to  Miss  Margaret  Violet  Macey,  born  December 
25,  1889,  and  married  to  him  on  April  30,  1914.  John  Grubb  Reed 
died  November  7,  1923,  and  his  wife,  Candace  Eliza,  died  May  9, 
1901,  both  being  buried  in  the  Fairview  Cemetery  beside  their  son, 
Joseph  Wilbur  Reed. 


John  Elmer  Reed  son  of  John  Grubb  Reed,  born  February  27, 
1865,  married  Elizabeth  Cora  Rrown  who  was  born  in  Hamilton, 
Ontario  as  above,  he  having  become  an  attorney  at  the  Erie  County 
Rar,  with  offices  in  Erie,  lived  for  a  time  in  rooms  on  West  Eighth 
Street,  building  later  at  No.  656  West  Ninth  Street,  had:  Robert 
Cameron  Reed,  born  March  27,  1901,  who  married  Miss  Violet  May 
King  on  April  22,  1925,  they  having  born  to  them  two  daughters, 
Marilyn  Edith  Reed,  born  May  24,  1930,  and  Donna  Jean  Reed, 
born  December  22,  1932,  both  much  inclined  to  musical  attainments. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Elmer  Reed  adopted  a  little  boy  at  age  two  named 
Walter,  who  was  born  April  11,  1930  who  is  still  with  Mr.  Reed. 

George  Arthur  Reed,  born  February  27,  1869,  became  an  emi¬ 
nent  physician  and  surgeon,  with  offices  in  Erie,  usefully  connected 
with  the  hospitals,  a  promotor  of  the  Tuberculosis  Hospital  and 
treatment  of  that  disease;  to  his  first  marriage,  to  Mabel  Annice  Love, 
were  born  two  sons,  Thomas  Harrison  Reed,  born  January  29,  1895, 
who  married  Mrs.  Florence  Emma  (Nash)  McGraw  who  had  one 
son,  Jack  Conlin  McGraw  who  made  his  home  with  his  mother  who 
was  married  to  Mr.  Reed  August  13,  1928  and  reside  at  No.  122  West 
21st  Street  in  Erie;  and  James  Richard  Reed,  a  son  of  Dr.  G.  A. 
Reed,  born  March  31,  1900,  who  married  Jane  Sheaffer  Markell 
June  26,  1926,  who  have  several  children.  Mrs.  Mabel  Annice  (Love) 
Reed  died  March  1,  1917,  and  later,  on  June  27,  1928,  he  re-married, 
to  Mrs.  Jennie  Rirdena  (Caughey)  Reed,  widow  of  his  brother  to 
whom  there  was  no  issue,  he  dying  of  a  heart  attack  on  May  12,  1942. 

Joseph  Wilbur  Reed,  third  son  of  J.  G.  and  Candace  Eliza  Reed, 
was  born  March  27,  1871,  and  married  Miss  Jennie  Rirdena  Caughey 
on  September  5,  1901,  they  having  had  two  children  who  were  born 
on  the  farm  owned  formerly  by  their  grandfather  and  great-grand¬ 
father  in  West  Millcreek,  the  one,  John  Gilbert  Reed  was  born 
January  14,  1903  and  married  Rerniece  Tennant,  February  16,  1935, 
and  have  Jane  Anne,  born  May  21,  1937;  and  Winifred  Candace 
Reed,  born  April  1,  1906,  married  June  21,  1930  to  William  J.  Kunkel, 
and  they  have  two  children — Thomas  William  Kunkel,  born  February 
17,  1936,  and  Mary  Candace  Kunkel,  born  May  23,  1938,  they  living 
in  Euclid,  Ohio. 

Mary  Ellen  Reed,  a  daughter  of  John  G.  and  Candace  Eliza 
Reed,  never  married;  Edith  Jane  Reed,  another  daughter  married 
P.  E.  Carpenter,  but  had  no  issue  from  this  marriage,  and  she  died 
September  £8,  1935,  Mr.  Carpenter  having  died  January  16,  1933, 
also  without  children  by  his  first  marriage. 
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James  Ross  Reed,  the  youngest  child  of  John  G.  and  Candace 
Eliza,  was  born  February  24,  1880,  and  was  married  twice:  first  on 
June  1,  1910  to  Miss  Nina  Katharine  Rlinn  who  was  born  January 
25,  1887  and  died  November  22,  191 1  leaving  one  child,  a  son  named 
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John  Edmund  Reed  bom  October  18,  1911,  who  married  Eleanor 
Farnum  Smart  on  September  23,  1935  and  have  one  daughter,  Judith 
Catherine  Reed,  born  November  6,  1938;  James  Ross  Reed  had  taken 
extended  preparation  for  his  profession,  and  opened  an  office  in 
Pasadena,  California  for  the  practice  of  treating  eyes,  ears  and  t  hroats, 
in  which  he  has  been  eminently  successful.  He  married  secondly, 
Margaret  Violet  Macey  on  April  30,  1914,  to  whom  have  been  born 
James  Ross  Reed,  Jr.,  on  January  10,  1915,  who  married  Zona  R. 
Nevins  on  August  27,  1941,  who  were  divorced  on  July  21,  1944, 
without  having  had  issue;  Joseph  Arthur  Reed,  born  July  4,  1916, 
who  married  Ruby  Ann  Pampeyan  on  June  7,  1942,  she  having  been 
born  at  Reedley,  California,  on  November  20,  1919,  have  two 
children:  James  Arthur  Reed,  born  March  29,  1944,  and  Joseph 
Alan  Reed,  born  October  6,  1945.  David  Morrison,  born  April 
2,  1920,  a  son  of  Dr.  James  Ross  and  Margaret  V.  Reed,  married 
Nelle  Jane  Schlier  on  August  16,  1942,  and  they  being  divorced  on 
August  13,  1945  without  having  had  issue.  Edward  Angle  Reed, 
born  May  17,  1925. 

George  Reed,  born  May  20,  1940,  the  second  child  of  Joseph 
and  Jane  Reed,  married  twice,  and  lived  on  the  paternal  homestead 
of  Hon.  John  Grubb  and  his  wife  Alicia  Cooper.  His  first  marriage 
was  to  Sarah  Emeline  Calvin,  of  Mercer  County,  who  was  born 
January  23,  1843,  they  being  married  on  November  7,  1867,  she 
dying  June  2,  1889,  having  had  the  following  chilhren:  Calvin  Edgar 
Reed,  born  October  6,  1868,  married  twice;  William  Grubb  Reed, 
born  October  29,  1870,  died  May  28,  1944,  was  married  May  28, 
1901;  Alice  Jane  Reed,  born  March  26,  1873,  never  married;  Lizzie 
Annette  Reed,  born  November  9,  1877,  married  September  2,  1915 
to  Edwin  F.  Free,  who  died  April  1,  1938,  and  they  have  no  children. 
George  Charles  Reed,  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  Emeline  Reed,  was 
born  August  8,  1883,  married  May  20,  1909  to  Daisy  Carrie  Crain, 
who  have  three  children:  George  Samuel  Reed,  born  May  24,  1911, 
Catherine  Mary,  born  March  9,  1914,  and  Janet  Ruth,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1919.  Ida  Mary  Reed,  born  March  6,  1875,  died  August  29, 
1875,  she  a  daughter  of  the  aforesaid  George  and  Sarah  Emeline 
Reed.  Elda  Reed,  a  daughter  of  said  George  and  Sarah  Emeline 
Reed,  was  born  July  4,  1876,  and  died  July  25,  1876.  Hattie  Reed, 
a  sister  of  Elda  Reed,  born  November  9,  1877,  died  November  11, 
1877.  Emma  Delia  Reed,  a  sister  of  Elda  Reed,  was  born  May  21, 
1879  and  died  October  26,  1881;  they  being  all  of  the  children  of 
Sarah  Emeline  (Calvin)  Reed  above  named. 

To  the  marriage  of  George  Reed,  who  was  born  May  20,  1840, 
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and  his  second  wife,  Fannie  Boutelle  Sammons,  who  was  born  June 
12,  1862,  and  were  married  August  19,  1891,  have  been  born  Ihe 
following:  Emeline  Mary  Reed,  born  July  27,  1892;  Harold  Sammons 
Reed,  born  October  19,  1893,  who  died  unmarried  on  January  19, 
1919;  Charlotte  Elsie  Reed,  born  May  29,  1895,  was  married  July 
14,  1920  to  Thomas  Campbell,  he  born  on  April  25,  1890;  Frances 
Alabel  Reed,  born  March  13,  1897,  and  married  August  11,  1927  to 
James  Carothers  Kincaid,  and  live  as  missionaries  at  Kolhapur, 
India,  no  data  about  their  family.  Laura  Martha  Reed,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  1899,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Fannie  Reed. 

Calvin  Edgar  Reed,  born  October  6,  1868,  married  December  12, 
1895  to  Miss  Clara  Hamilton,  had  Calvin  Hamilton  Reed, 
born  November  2,  1898,  who  died  December  4,  1898;  Jessie  Elizabeth 
Reed,  a  daughter  of  Calvin  Edgar  Reed  and  wife  Clara,  was  born 
August  4,  1904,  and  married  Frank  L.  Close  on  August  20,  1930,  he 
dying  Wednesday,  July  28,  1943,  leaving  his  widow  and  four  sons— 
Calvin  L.,  John  T.,  Harold  H.,  and  David  L.  Close.  Some  time  after 
his  wife’s  death  on  July  26,  1928,  Calvin  Edgar  Reed  re-married  on 
August  29,  1929  to  Ress  Veenschotten  and  they  have  no  children.  He 
had  early  in  life  prepared  himself  for  the  Presbyterian  ministry,  had 
been  regularly  ordained  as  a  minister,  and  had  held  several  pastoral 
charges.  At  length  he  was  chosen  as  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Erie 
Presbytery  and  gave  up  his  former  pastoral  duties. 

William  Grubb  Reed,  born  October  29,  1870,  married  Linnie 
Meredith  Stewart  on  May  28,  1901,  who  bore  him  two  sons,  William 
Stewart  Reed,  born  May  15,  1903  who  married  Retty  Logan  Davis, 
and  Dr.  John  Calvin  Reed,  born  April  15,  1905.  Mr.  W.  G.  Reed  was 
much  engaged  in  the  exploitation  of  real  estate  subdivisions,  part  of 
the  time  with  a  partner,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Racon,  of  Erie.  Mr.  Reed 
died  at  Lakeland,  Florida  on  Sunday,  May  28,  1944.  His  wife, 
Linnie  Meredith  (Stewart)  Reed  died  October  2,  1944. 

George  Charles  Reed,  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  Emeline  Reed, 
born  August  8,  1883,  married  Miss  Daisy  Carrie  Crain  on  May  20, 
1909,  and  have  three  children — George  Samuel  Reed,  born  May  24, 
1911;  Catherine  Mary  Reed,  born  March  9,  1914;  and  Janet  Ruth 
Reed,  born  November  4,  1919.  Mr.  George  C.  Reed  had  long  been  in 
the  employ  of  the  Federal  Government  as  a  Rural  Mail  Carrier  out  of 
the  Erie,  Pa.  Office,  until  his  length  of  service  obtained  him  a  dismissal. 

Lizzie  Annette  Reed,  born  November  9,  1877,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Sarah  Emeline  Reed,  married  September  2,  1915,  Mr. 


Edwin  F.  Free,  who  died  April  1,  1938,  leaving  her,  his  widow,  living 
in  Waterford,  Pa.,  they  having  had  no  issue  of  this  marriage. 

James  Latta  Reed,  born  March  18,  1821,  was  a  son  of  George 
Reed  and  his  wife  Mary  McCreary,  and  for  many  years  lived  on  his 
father's  farm  next  west  of  the  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  farm  property. 
On  May  9,  1843  he  married  Margaret  Adaline  Grubb,  a  daughter  of 
.  Horrr-J olin  Grubb  and  wife  Alicia  Cooper,  and  she  was  born  August 
11,  1821,  dying  on  September  11,  1880,  having  had:  Joseph  Harlan 
Reed,  born  September  1,  1846;  Emma  Annette  Reed,  born  October 
15,  1851,  and  Kate  Julia  Reed,  born  July  27,  1861.  After  the  death 
of  Margaret  Adaline  (Grubb)  Reed  on  September  11,  1880,  Mr.  Reed 
re-married  on  December  15,  1881,  to  ,  and  he  died 

January  28,  1911. 

Ambrose  Dunn  Reed,  born  May  14,  1 844,  a  son  of  John  McCreary 
Reed,  married  Miss  Frances  A  .  Gifford  on  June  16,  1870,  but  we  have 
no  data  as  to  any  of  their  issue.  Ambrose  died  December  10,  1913. 

Rebecca  Jane  Reed,  born  May  30,  1847,  a  daughter  of  John 
McCreary  Reed,  married  Joseph  Derwin  Morse  on  April  6,  1876,  and 
they  had  Viola  Ada  Morse,  born  September  22,  1878,  married  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1898  to  James  Porter  Hartt,  a  son  of  Henry  Y.  Hartt  and 
Emma  Annette  (Reed)  Hartt,  they  removing  to  Mercer  County, 
occupying  the  farm  once  the  property  of  Thomas  Porter  Grubb,  later 
of  James  Renjamin  Grubb  his  son,  where  they  had  Helen  Jeannette 
Hartt  born  September  11,  1899,  who  married  George  K.  Monroe; 
and  Nancy  Catharine  Hartt,  born  January  30,  1906. 

William  John  Reed,  born  August  14,  1856,  a  son  of  John 
McCreary  Reed,  married  May  12,  1881  to  Mary  L.  Munn,  who  was 
born  November  14,  1861,  and  she  died  December  22,  1940,  he  dying 
December  14,  1897.  We  have  no  data  for  this  family. 

Joseph  Harlan  Reed,  born  September  1,  1846,  married  May  7, 
1874,  to  Miss  Emma  Gertrude  Sprague,  who  was  born  July  14,  1850, 
and  they  had:  Howard  Sprague  Reed,  born  August  6,  1876,  and 
married  August  17, 1904  to  Mary  Hanna  Dewey:  Margaret  Relle  Reed, 
born  December  4,  1877,  marrying  Edward  C.  Porter  on  June  27, 
1918,  he  dying  some  time  later,  and  they  not  having  children  of  this 
marriage.  Emily  Canfield  Reed,  born  April  1,  1879,  married  John 

E.  YanAllsburg  July  18,  1906  who  was  born  Alay  13, _  They 

have  had:  Joseph  Reed  YanAllsburg,  born  July  23,  1907,  and  was 

married  December  27,  1940  to _ ;  and  Howard  William 

YanAllsburg,  son  of  John  E.,  born  June  30,  1911,  who  died  un- 
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James  Latta  Reed  and  wife  Adaline  (Grubb)  Reed. 


married  November  27,  1927.  Anna  Gertrude  Reed,  daughter  of 
Joseph  H.  Reed,  born  August  9,  1886,  she  dying  May  6,  1916,  un¬ 
married. 

Emma  Annette  Reed,  born  October  15,  1851,  a  daughter  of 
James  Latta  Reed,  married  Henry  Young  Hartt  on  August  17,  1871, 
who  was  born  July  25,  1839,  he  a  farmer  living  on  the  West  Lake 
Road.  She  died  February  9,  1938,  and  he  died  September  9,  1919. 
They  had:  James  Porter  Hartt,  born  August  26,  1872  who  married 
Viola  Ada  Morse  on  September  22,  1898;  Walter  Edward  Hartt, 
born  February  15,  1874,  as  yet  unmarried,  and  at  home;  and  Cora 
Adaline  Hartt,  born  May  13,  1879,  also  at  home  and  unmarried. 

Kate  Julia  Reed,  born  July  27,  1861,  also  a  daughter  of  James 
Latta  Reed,  married  October  9,  1884  to  Mr.  James  A.  McDonald,  and 
died  October  31,  1887  leaving  one  daughter,  Miss  Nettie  McDonald 
born  November  4,  1885,  who  in  childhood  fell,  injured  her  spine, 
and  has  been  somewhat  crippled  ever  since. 
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Rebecca  Jane  Reed,  born  March  11,  1905,  married  Samuel  Love 
on  February  23,  1826,  she  dying  May  10,  1891,  he  dying  December 
22,  1880,  they  having  had:  Sarah  Jane  Love,  born  January  21,  1827, 
who  married  William  Carpenter  on  May  18,  1854;  Mary  Ann  Love, 
born  May  8,  1828,  married  Jackson  McCreary  on  May  13,  1850, 
and  died  March  29,  1852;  Martha  Love,  born  November  9,  1829, 
married  Robert  Smith  Davison  on  May  27,  1855,  and  died  April  8, 
1908;  Thomas  Scott  Love,  born  August  3,  1831,  died  young;  Samuel 
Thomas  Love,  born  February  24,  1833,  married  Martha  S.  McCreary 
on  November  6,  1855;  Sophia  Love,  born  November  2,  1834,  married 
John  R.  Evans  on  February  20,  1862,  and  died  November  14,  1913; 
Rebecca  Josephine  Love,  born  June  30,  1836,  married  Jackson 
McCreary  (2nd  wife)  on  January  24,  1859,  and  she  died  September 
13,  1927;  Rosanna  Love,  born  January  29,  1839,  married  William 
M.  Brown  on  November  23,  1864,  and  died  February  11,  1918; 
George  Washington  Love,  born  February  3,  1841,  married  Marie 
Jones  on  March  1,  1866,  and  died  July  11,  1872;  James  Franklin 
Love,  born  December  18,  1843,  married  Miss  Jeannette  Dunn  on 
August  22,  1867,  and  he  died  March  8,  1910;  and  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
Love,  born  December  30,  1847,  married  Conrad  B.  Evans  on  Febru¬ 
ary  12,  1867,  and  died  March  5,  1917. 

SARAH  JANE  LOVE,  born  January  21,  1827,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Rebecca,  married  William  Carpenter  on  May  18,  1854, 
his  second  wife,  and  died  without  issue  on  November  2,  1910. 

MARY  ANN  LOVE,  born  May  8,  1928,  married  Jackson 
McCreary  on  May  13,  1850,  and  had  one  child,  EMILY 
JEANNETTE,  born  September  19,  1851,  who  married  Philip 
Edmund  Carpenter  on  December  28,  1876.  Mary  Ann  died  March 
29,  1852,  and  Emily  J.  died  March  29,  1921  without  issue. 

MARTHA  LOVE,  born  November  9,  1829,  married  Robert 
Smith  Davison  on  May  27,  1855  and  had  Rozella  Davison,  born 
January  29,  1857,  who  married  William  Hilborn  on  February  26, 
1880  and  died  August  17,  1932;  Alfred  Davison,  born  October  10, 
I860,  married  Mary  Chapman,  of  Canada,  on  June  4,  1891,  she 
dying  March  2,  1922;  DeWitt  Davison,  born  May  5,  1864,  who 
married  Lelah  Robinson  on  October  26,  1893. 

THOMAS  SCOTT  LOVE,  born  August  3,  1831,  died  young. 

SAMUEL  THOMAS  LOVE,  born  February  24,  1833,  married 
Martha  S.  McCreary  on  November  6,  1855,  and  he  died  April  8, 
1870,  she  dying  March  7,  1915.  They  had:  Mary  Ada  Love,  born 
January  24,  1857;  Wilber  McCreary  Love,  born  January  7,  1859,  and 
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died  shortly.  Sue  Love,  born  September  14, 1860,  married  Frank  Steen, 
and  lie  died  February  4,  1933;  Flora  Love,  born  January  28,  1862, 

married  Harry___ _ on  January  26,  1893,  had:  Helen  Love 

Douglass,  born  June  22,  1894;  Richard  Holmes,  born  September  6, 
1896;  Isabel  McCreary,  born  February  20,  1901 ;  and  Marion  Annette, 

born  March  19,  1906.  Flora  died _ ,  and  Harry 

Douglass  died  October  7,  1930.  Reed  Douglass,  born  May  24,  1864, 
died  unmarried.  Sophia  Tamar  Love,  daughter  of  Samuel  Thomas 
Love,  born  November  15,  1870,  married  Caleb  Smart  on  May  3, 
1894,  and  died  November  11,  1896,  he  dying  on  November  25,  1896. 
They  had:  Donald  Smart,  born  ^October  29,  1896,  who  died  Nov¬ 
ember  12,  1896. 

SOPHIA  LOVE,  born  November  2,  1834,  married  John  R.  Evans 
on  February  20,  1862,  and  died  November  14,  1913,  without  issue. 

RERECCA  JOSEPHINE  LOVE,  born  June  30,  1836,  married 
Jackson  McCreary,  (his  second  wife)  on  January  24,  1859,  and  she 
died  September  13,  1927,  he  dying  April  5,  1893,  these  having  had: 
Mary  Ann  McCreary,  born  November  29,  1859  and  died  in  1862; 
Harry  Love  McCreary,  born  November  18,  1861,  who  died  un¬ 
married  September  19,  1890;  and  Anna  Lydia  McCreary,  born 
March  27,  1865,  who  married  Dr.  James  E.  Taylor  on  August  28, 
1884,  and  lived  in  Ovid,  Michigan.  The  Taylors  had:  Walter  Taylor, 
born  July  5,  1885,  who  married  Lita  Marshall  and  these  had — 
Helen  Margaret  and  Marilyn;  Rlanche  Taylor,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Taylor,  born  April  22,  1887,  married  Dr.  Donald  Johnston  on  August 
15,  1911,  and  they  had  Donald  who  died  in  1916,  and  Robert;  Milo 
Jackson  Taylor,  born  November  22,  1889.  Martha  Jane  McCreary, 
daughter  of  Jackson  and  Rebecca  J.,  born  August  7,  1868,  married 
Fred  Woodworth  of  Ovid,  Michigan,  on  September  25,  1889,  and  they 
had,  Josephine,  born  October  17,  1905.  Rlanche  McCreary,  born 
January  20,  1871,  a  daughter  of  Jackson  and  Rebecca  J.,  married 
Edward  P.  Selden  on  December  31,  1895,  and  they  had  Edward  P. 
Jr.,  born  August  26,  1902,  and  Caroline,  born  May  4,  1907.  Rlanche 
died  October  7,  1924,  and  her  busband  died  September  11,  1925. 
Herbert  Jay  McCreary,  born  June  1,  1874,  a  son  of  Jackson  and 
Rebecca  J.,  married  Gussie  Willis  September  7,  1899,  and  they  had 
Harry,  born  July  26,  1901,  who  died  August  2,  1908,  Donald,  born 
May  10,  1903,  Richard,  born  May  14,  1910,  and  Herbert,  born 
July  7,  1906,  who  died  February  25,  1908. 

ROSANNA  LOVE,  born  January  29,  1839,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Rebecca  J.,  married  William  M.  Rrown  on  November  23,  1864, 
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and  had  two  children,  Josephine  Elmira  Brown,  born  in  Elmira, 
N.  Y.,  October  10,  1865,  as  yet  unmarried,  and  Ocie  Belle  Brown, 
born  in  Millcreek  Township,  December  18,  1870,  died  September 
24,  1871. 

GEOBGE  WASHINGTON  LOVE,  born  February  3,  1841, 
married  Marie  Jones  on  March  1,  1866,  he  dying  July  11,  1872, 
and  she  dying  in  June  of  1867,  they  having  had  no  issue. 

JAMES  FRANKLIN  LOVE,  son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  J. 
Love,  born  December  18,  1843,  married  Jeannette  Dunn  on  August 
22,  1867,  and  they  had:  Jessie  Rebecca  Love,  born  October  28, 
1868,  married  Dr.  Frank  Hayes  of  Pittsburgh,  on  January  25,  1898, 
and  had  Warren  Love  Hayes,  born  September  17,  1899,  and  Rosanna 
Clark  Hayes,  born  March  22,  1902.  Mrs.  Hayes  died  June  22,  1926, 
and  Dr.  Hayes  died  January  2,  1902.  However,  after  Dr.  Hayes 
death  she  re-married  William  VanNatta  on  November  12,  1907, 
without  other  issue.  Mabel  Annice  Love,  born  June  1,  1870,  married 
Dr.  George  Arthur  Reed  on  September  8,  1892,  and  they  had  two 
children — Thomas  Harrison  Reed,  born  January  29,  1895,  who 
married  Mrs.  Florence  Emma  (Nash)  McGraw,  who  had  a  son,  Jack 
Conlin  McGraw,  on  August  13,  1928;  and  James  Richard  Reed,  born 
March  31,  1900,  who  married  Jane  Sheaffer  Marked  on  June  26, 
1926  and  have  several  children;  Brice  Dunn  Love,  born  December 
19,  1871,  a  son  of  James  F.  and  Jeannette  Love,  married  Miss  Nellie 
Pherrin  on  November  21,  1895,  who  have  had  Miriam  Plierrin  Love, 
born  October  6,  1896,  Samuel  Kenneth  Love,  born  January  4,  1903, 
Burnice  Lewis  Love  born  January  18,  1906,  and  Eleanor  Elizabeth 
Love,  born  May  25,  1909.  (Miriam  married  Ralph  Nash,  and 
Kenneth  married  Mary  Evans.)  Dr.  Samuel  Robert  Love,  son  of 
James  F.  and  Jeannette  Love,  was  born  August  17,  1873,  married 
Grace  Stanton  on  June  20,  1906  and  they  adopted  two  children — 
Lincoln  Love,  and  Emerson  Love.  William  Morgan  Love,  a  son  of 
James  F.  and  Jeannette  Love,  was  born  March  31,  1875,  and  died 
unmarried  on  November  7,  1875.  George  Washington  Love,  a  son 
of  James  F.  and  Jeannette  Love,  was  born  August  29,  1876,  and 
married  Ella  M.  Ferrier  on  December  6,  1904,  who  have  had  Carlton 
Ferrier  Love,  born  March  29,  1909.  Rosanna  Graham  Love,  a 
daughter  of  James  F.  and  Jeannette  Love,  was  born  December  12, 
1878,  and  married  Ira  Malone  on  February  9,  1907.  Emily  Jeannette 
Love  daughter  of  James  F.  and  Jeannette  Love,  was  born  February 
8,  1881,  and  not  as  yet  married.  Clara  Jane  Love,  daughter  of 
James  F.  and  Jeannette  Love,  was  born  August  3,  1882,  and  married 
Dr.  George  Y.  Webster  on  June  30,  1907,  they  having  had  Wellington 


42 


Culver  Webster  born  May  20,  1910,  who  died  December  23,  1915, 
and  George  V.  Webster,  Jr.,  born  July  11,  1911.  Mary  Ann  Love, 
born  August  6,  1885,  married  George  Rice,  now  deceased,  and  James 
Harper  Love,  born  May  2,  1887,  the  latter  dying  March  23,  1890 
unmarried,  were  both  children  of  James  F.  and  Jeannette  Love. 

CHARLOTTE  ELIZARETH  LOVE,  born  December  30,  1847, 
married  Conrad  Rrown  Evans  on  February  12,  1867  he  dying  June 
6,  1900,  and  she  on  March  5,  1917,  had  the  following  children:  Mary 
Gertrude  Evans,  born  November  24,  1867,  who  died  March  8,  1905 
unmarried.  Harry  Grant  Evans,  born  October  22,  1869,  married 
Jessie  Hayberger  on  February  20,  1896,  (she  born  November  25, 
1874)  and  they  have  Elizabeth  Evans,  born  April  26,  1897,  Mary 
Evans  born  July  3,  1898,  James  Warren  Evans  born  May  28,  1899, 
Harold  Hayberger  Evans  born  November  13,  1900,  and  Jessie 
Marjorie  born  May  13,  1902.  Elizabeth  married  Harry  McCreary 
Love  July  11,  1918,  and  they  have  Harry  McCreary  Love,  Jr.,  born 
May  30,  1919,  and  he  married  Ruth  Irene  Stevenson  on  June  14, 
1941,  she  born  November  16, 1921  ;the  latter  have  Kathleen  Ann  Love, 
born  June  6,  1942,  and  Doris  Carol  Love  born  December  24,  1944. 
Richard  Charles  Love,  son  of  Elizabeth  and  Harry  McC.  Love,  was 
born  March  3,  1921,  and  married  Edith  Lillian  Lindy  on  December 
4,  1943,  he  born  October  21,  1924,  and  these  have  Judith  Elizabeth 
Love  born  March  4,  1945.  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Love,  daughter  of 
Elizabeth  and  Harry  McC.  Love,  was  born  June  29,  1922;  Lois 
Virginia  Love,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  and  Harry  McC.  Love,  was  born 
June  25,  1924,  and  on  March  20, 1943,  married  William  John  Leuschen 
who  was  born  May  4,  1921;  Doris  Jean  Love,  daughter  of  Elizabeth 
and  Harry  McC.  Love,  was  born  September  28,  1926,  and  on  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1945  married  Clifford  Allen  Hammer  who  was  born  February 
15,  1926;  Mary  Evans,  a  daughter  of  Harry  Grant  and  Jessie  Evans, 
born  July  3,  1898,  married  Karl  Emil  Von  Ruseck  on  September  2, 
1919;  these  have  Roger  Evans  Von  Ruseck,  born  November  26,  1920, 
who  married  Retty  Jean  Freeburg  on  September  11,  1943,  she  born 
July  27,  1921;  and  Mary  Alice  Von  Ruseck,  their  second  child,  was 
born  May  26,  1925.  James  Warren  Evans,  a  son  of  Harry  Grant  and 
Jessie  Evans,  born  May  28,  1899,  married  Alice  Roberts  Rittinger  on 
September  25,  1931,  and  they  have  Catherine  Louise  Evans,  born 
July  16,  1935,  John  Rittinger  Evans  born  June  6,  1938,  and  Mary 
Jane  Evans  born  July  3,  1939.  Harold  Hayberger  Evans,  son  of 
Harry  G.  and  Jessie  Evans,  was  born  November  3,  1900,  and  married 
Harriett  Virginia  Stoliker  on  December  3,  1927,  and  they  have  had 
Nina  Ruth  Evans  born  May  13,  1931,  and  David  William  Evans 
born  October  6,  1933.  Jessie  Marjorie  Evans,  born  May  13,  1902, 
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married  Carl  Raymond  Wilkins  on  September  20,  1923,  he  was  born 
September  25,  1900,  and  they  have  Jean  Winifred  Wilkins,  born 
April  17,  1928,  and  John  Carl  Wilkins  born  May  20,  1931.  Frank 
Reed  Evans,  a  son  of  Charlotte  Elizabeth  and  Conrad  Rrown  Evans, 
was  born  October  22,  1869,  a  twin  of  Harry  Grant  Evans,  died  two 
weeks  later.  Adelaide  Frances  Evans,  born  November  12,  1870, 
unmarried.  James  Allison  Evans,  another  child  of  Conrad  Rrown 
and  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Evans,  was  born  October  31,  1872,  and  on 
June  17,  1902  married  Emily  May  Rickie  of  Chardon,  Ohio,  who 
was  born  June  12,  1877,  and  they  have  Janet  Evans,  born  May  30, 
1903  married  October  7,  1930  to  J.  Rliss  Austin;  Gertrude  Evans 
born  August  27,  1906,  Allison  Rickie  Evans,  born  August  29,  1910, 
and  Winifred  May  Evans  born  March  26,  1914.  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
Evans,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  R.  and  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Evans, 
was  born  June  29,  1875;  Sophie  Love  Evans,  another  daughter,  was 
born  October  21,  1878,  and  on  September  14,  1905  married  Dr. 
Clarence  Allen  Good  who  was  born  September  10,  1875,  and  they 
have  Clarence  Allen  Good  born  September  20,  1907  who  married 
Virginia  McClure  September  6,  1930,  and  Conrad  Evans,  born 
January  4,  1911.  Another  daughter  is  Ruth  Madeline  Evans,  born 
to  Conrad  R.  June  28,  1880,  unmarried;  and  Porter  Henderson 
Evans,  a  son  of  Conrad  R.,  born  January  11,  1891,  who  married 
Laura  J.  Spencer  on  April  10,  1917,  she  was  born  May  25,  1892, 
and  they  have  Porter  Henderson  Evans,  Jr.,  born  August  9,  1918, 
Herbert  Spencer  Evans  born  June  29,  1921  and  Clara  Evans  born 
August  6,  1925. 

MARY  ALICIA  REED,  born  April  14,  1843,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Reed  and  his  wife,  Jane  Grubb,  married  Clarence  Adelbert 
Keyes,  of  Ringhampton,  New  York,  on  May  26,  1874,  and  they  had: 
William  Reed  Keyes,  born  April  15,  1876;  Clarence  James  Keyes, 
born  October  4,  1877,  who  died  May  17,  1925;  Adelbert  Levi  Keyes, 
born  July  28, 1879,  who  died  April  23, 1930;  and  Margaret  May  Keyes, 
born  September  26,  1881,  yet  unmarried.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Reed) 
Keyes  died  February  11,  1901,  and  her  husband  died  June  30,  1908. 


This  family  narrative  is  submitted  for  what  it  is  worth  to  you 
relatives,  and  it  is  hoped  there  are  very  few  errors  in  it;  but  it  is  too 
too  much  to  expect  there  are  no  errors.  You  who  find  errors,  are 
perfectly  allowed  to  correct  them.  The  compiler  had  no  conception 
of  the  task  he  had  set  for  himself  when  resolved  to  compile  a  narrative 
of  some  of  the  data  connected  with  his  own  families,  data  scattered 
promiscuously  through  many  places;  but  he  submits  it  with  the 
hope  it  may  some  time  be  of  some  help  to  some  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

February  27,  1946.  JOHN  ELMER  REED.. 
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